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Dear Parent/Guardian 

Welcome to the first newsletter of session 2014-15.  Once again, we were very 

pleased with our exam results which were of a very high standard.  This reflects 

the hard work by staff and pupils last session.  We have another busy year ahead, 

with school and department plans reflecting the current priorities. These will ap-

pear on the school website with our annual Standards and Quality Report. 

I want to thank pupils and parents for supporting school uniform—I have had so 

many positive comments in this respect.  Our new S1 have settled in at the Acade-

my and appear to be enjoying their educational experience here; a few take a bit 

longer to adjust but I am confident that given time, they will settle in. 

We were all saddened to hear about the tragic death of an ex-pupil, Charlotte 

Hornby.  Our thoughts and sympathy are extended to the family in what must 

be a horrendous time for them. 

Our sponsored walk will be held on the 3rd of October and we are always 

grateful for your support. 

As ever, please get in touch if you wish to discuss anything. 
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Calendars for Linda’s Fund 

2015 calendars are now available from reception in aid of Linda’s Fund.  They feature photographs of wildlife taken 
by members of the 2012 trip to Malawi to visit our link school, Mulanje Mission Community Day School.  All profits 
support the school and its pupils, past and present, to improve education.  As in the past, money will be used to pay 
for bursaries for students to access college courses and to improve the fabric of the school.  A new initiative is to 
provide financial and practical support to help girls set up an enterprise linking them to Mulanje Mission Hospital’s 
HIV/AIDs support group which makes and sells crafts. 

With space to note those important dates, the calendars make a practical gift and support a good cause! Not bad 
for £7.00! 

Malawi 2015 Coffee Morning 

When?  Saturday 20th September 10.30am to 1.00pm. 

Where? Fortrose Academy School Hall. 

What? 

Teas and coffees and home-baking 
Car wash at the Leisure Centre 
Malawi Exhibition  
Malawian Music 

Find out about our link school and its community in an interesting exhibition designed by Fortrose Academy pupils 
who will be on hand to answer questions, show you Malawian crafts, serve you teas and coffees and even wash 
your car! 

There will be calendars and cards in aid of Linda’s Fund for sale and Fair Trade Malawian rice. 

Well done to Charlie Wilson and Magnus Henry in S4 for their participation in the North of Scot-

land Schools Debating Competition on Tuesday 9th September.  The boys proposed the motion 

‘This House condemns the World Cup’- a lively and enjoyable debate!  The next round will be 

in Millburn Academy on Wednesday 8th October.   
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HELP THE BACKPACK PROJECT 

 

Are you having a tidy up?  Do you have items for recycling?  

Have your young children outgrown some summer clothes?  

Perhaps you can help the S2 pupils by donating some of the 

required items to help provide filled backpacks for school 

children in less developed countries around the world, to be distributed through the Scottish charity, Mary’s Meals. 

 

The following items are required:  good quality used backpacks/schoolbags, pencil cases, rulers, sharpeners, clothes 

for children aged up to 12/13 year old (shorts and t-shirt; skirt and t-shirt; dress), flip flops/sandals, toothbrush, 

toothpaste, soap, towels, small spoon and a small ball (eg tennis ball)   

 

Any donations can be brought in to the Business Studies department via pupils or left at Reception.  Thanks to all 

those who have already donated items. 

 

For more information on the project check out their website – marysmeals.org.uk 

Silver & Gold D of E 
It’s been another busy summer of expeditions with 5 Silver expeditions. 

Amelia, Joanna, Rachel and Corrina successfully undertook their Practice and qualifying ventures 
back in June. They are now well on their way to finishing their Silver and keen to get on to the 
Gold Award! 

Two other Silver Groups are in the midst of expeditions this term….photos when we get them. 

Although not part of the School Award Unit (because we didn’t have one when they started!) both Emma and Katie 
Houston gained their Gold Award this summer – Well done to both girls.  

Our very own Mairi Gilmour (big sister of Shona) also completed her Gold this summer. This is our very first Gold award 
holder – What a tremendous achievement. 

We now have four students interested in doing the Gold Award this year and over 30 
signed up to the Silver Award. 

I am keen to recruit willing adult volunteers to help out with the Silver/Gold expedi-

tions. If you are a hill walker and happy to give a day or two of your time then please 

contact me at the school. Ideally I am looking for those who have experience and 

who hold a Mountain Leader Award BUT if not then training could be offered. Inter-

ested?  

Bronze D of E 2015 
Enrolment for Bronze D of E is now open to all S3 pupils.   
Information about the Award and how it is run is available on the Fortrose Academy Website. 
Interested pupils and their parents should ensure that they have looked at this information. 
Please return completed enrolment forms with the appropriate payment to Miss A Stewart by Friday 19th 
September. 

Lost Property 

All lost property will be on display opposite reception on Tuesday 16th 

and Wednesday 17th September – all unclaimed items will be sent to Rag-

bag. 
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A Postcard from Transylvania 
Dear Black Isle Parents, Friends and Students,  

Natalie Dunton, my fellow-expeditionary to the wildlife hotspot of Saxon 
Transylvania for the first fortnight of July, is now back to the hard graft 
which is her ‘Highers’ year. And, having penned her experiences for the 
latest ‘Chatterbox’, for this newsletter I guess it falls to me to record 
some delights the Highland team of six from 3 schools encountered in 
the foothills of the southern Carpathians when we surveyed Biodiversity 

there with Operation Wallacea (aka ‘OpWall’): 
 
A great mix of scientists, wildlife specialists, students, teachers, and Romanian interpreters to get to know, and to work along-
side! A remarkable livestock menagerie from the tiny farms which lined the village streets: like the valiant old dog, on which 
our girls bestowed the name ‘Beechams’ because of his horrendous coughing fits, sounding perilously close to his last gasp, 
yet  protecting us from aggressive cattle dogs on epic twelve-kilometre hikes in blazing Romanian sunshine, letting us spot 
and count the vast array of birdlife in the woods and meadows: Greater, Middle, Lesser Spotted, Green, Grey-headed and 
Black Woodpeckers; Red Backed- and Great Grey Shrike; Hoopoes, Bee-eaters, Wrynecks, Golden Orioles, Honey Buzzard, 
Lesser Spotted Eagle… (Get the picture? Lots.) 

Great thrill, as Natalie plus a few others saw 
a Brown Bear; the rest of us contenting 
ourselves with spine-tingling bear paw-
prints found on a muddy woodland track.  
Identifying moths, trapped overnight; 
weighing and ringing birds caught in mist-
nets; netting Scarce Swallowtail, Pallas’s 
Fritillary, Dryad, and a profusion of other 
butterflies; surveying the colourful cloud of 
grassland wildflowers in the high meadows; in 
the darkness, plotting out the positions of 
Corncrakes calling in unfenced fields; bat-detecting (well, it was Tran-
sylvania) Noctules, Whiskereds and Serotines around the medieval 
walls of the famous Fortified Saxon Churches.  Morning (starting ear-
ly!), noon and night, a constant Attenborough-like rollercoaster of 
living wonders to see, record and hopefully, to help conserve.  

If that wasn’t enough: a fortnight in which the team experienced secrets of another culture, hidden away in a secluded corner 
of the mighty Carpathians; a chance to teach willing Romanians the joy of dancing a ‘strip the willow’, and to learn the Roma-

nian equivalent.          A real Working-Party.         Unmissable!                                  

Wish you were there…             Alastair Laidlaw (PT Science)                

‘Bearly’ a few hours before, 

see what walked this way! 
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Swallowtail 

Fortified Church, 

Viscri 

4th and 5th Years: look out for your chance 

to be on a future Opwall trip (Summer 

2016?). Who knows where you would go, 

and what you might see?   

From Heriot Wall University 

 Elaine Bramwell—BSc Chemistry 

 Gemma Main—MA Business Management and Marketing 

 Elizabeth Skipsey—BSc Sport and Exercise Science 

 
From University of Aberdeen 

 Oliver Allen—BSc Geography 

 Hannah Blyth—BSc Ecology 

 Catherine Catto—Bachelor of Law 

 Stephen Davidson—BSc Biomedical Sciences (Anatomy) 

 Keri Jack—BEd Primary Education 

 Kirsty Mackay PGD Primary Education 
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FINLAY TODD SELECTED FOR 
SCOTLAND 
Congratulations to Finlay was selected 
to represent Scotland in the Junior 
Home Internationals which was in 
Oban last weekend. Scotland won for 
the first time since 2002! 
   
The team manager said: 
"a long time coming, but this competition was well worth the wait. It was a 
fantastic achievement given the strength of the opposition. This team have all 
been working hard throughout the past few months, taking part in tours and 
training camps and so they were all well prepared and ready to face the oppo-
sition". 
  
Finlay spent 2 weeks orienteering  on tour in Sweden this summer with the 
Scottish Orienteering Squad which included a week competing at the Swedish 
O-Ringen ( the world's largest International orienteering festival with over 

20,000 competitors. ) This was followed by a week at a British Select training camp in the Trossachs. 

Finlay with the team. 

Finlay in action 

PE NEWS 

The new extra curricular activities timetable can be found on the school website and posted around the school.  For current 
information on all activities and fixtures please visit the Fortrose Academy PE department twitter page @fortrose_pe.  All pu-
pils are welcome to attend any of the clubs and thank you to all staff and volunteers who are helping to run events and take 
teams this year. 

Sean Mann, Jake Williamson, Ben, Tom and Chris Kelly, Cameron Davidson and Iain Ross have all been successful in making it 

through to the second stage of the North Of Scotland Schools select football trials.  Well done boys.   

Guidance News 

Welcome back to all pupils and particularly our S1 pupils.  They are settling into classes, aided by their S6 Buddies.  We held a 
training afternoon on 25th August, since when the S6 pupils have joined S1 registration classes, ready and keen to support the 
younger ones.  They will help in register classes and befriend S1 youngsters. 

Personal Support will be delivered in registration time, making use of extended periods to cover materials especially prepared 
for the purpose. The focus for all years, S1-S4, will be on learning and developing pupils’ potential.  Register teachers, along 
with Guidance staff, will encourage pupils to do their best and to start the day positively and with enthusiasm.  This is a new 
initiative for our school which we are all excited about. 

A large number of mainly S6 pupils have started their UCAS application for university places.  During the course of this term we 

shall have two more presentations from universities, focusing on the application process, finance and particularly the all-

important Personal Statement.  Guidance staff are presently helping pupils fill in the online forms and will oversee these till 

they are submitted.  The deadlines for Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary  courses remains 10th October but all other 

applications will be completed during November.  Deadlines for all stages of the process will be found shortly on the school 

website.  



FORTROSE ACADEMY SPONSORED WALK 

The annual Sponsored Walk will take place on Friday 
the 3rd of October.  Pupils will set off 
from the school in the morning and walk 
the railway line to Avoch and round Rose-
haugh Estate before returning to the 
school. 

This event is much enjoyed by both staff 
and pupils and is one of our major fundraisers for the 
year.  We very much appreciate your support. 

FORTROSE ACADEMY TRUST FUND REMINDER 

The Fortrose Academy Trust Fund provides vital funds 
for the school to purchase resources and equip-
ment and to subsidise events and departments.  
All funds raised are invested back into the 
school for the benefit of the pupils. 

If you wish you can make a monthly donation 
to the trust fund.  More information on this 

facility can be found on the school website under Fi-
nances and Fundraising.  Every contribution is appreciat-

Parents Evening Booking System 
The parents evening booking system is now open for bookings for  
 
S3 – Wednesday 7th January 2015 
S4 – Thursday 4th December 2014 
S5/6 – Thursday 27th November 2014 
 
You will be able to book appointments for  
 
S1 -Thursday 19th March and  
S2 - Wednesday 11th February at the start of October. 
 
We use an on-line booking system which will allow you to book appointments with teachers via the booking site  
https://parents-booking.co.uk/fortrose 
 
You will be able to make appointments until  4pm the day before the evening  and you will be able to print  your appoint-
ment list and/or have it emailed to you . You will need to enter your title – Ms, Mrs, Mr, Dr – your surname and your 
child’s first name, surname, date of birth and Register class – 3C, 2D, 5F, 4H, 1K or 6M 
 
Please get in touch if you are experiencing any difficulties.  If you are not able to use this system please send your child to 
the Office with a list of teachers you would like to see and your preferred start time.  We will do our best to make as 
many appointments as possible with those staff with available slots.  

 

 

SEAFOOD IN SCHOOLS HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS WORKSHOP 

1st & 2nd Oct 2014 

Secondary School Fortrose Academy, Academy St, IV10 8TW  

Associated Cluster primaries (7)  Avoch, Cromarty, Culbokie, Munlochy, 

North Kessock, Resolis & Tore  

280 pupils approx (p6 & 7 and s1) 

Prepared by Ruathy Donald – Seafood in Schools Coordinator 

Tel: 07855 253079 Email: ruathy@seafoodinschools.org 

https://parents-booking.co.uk/fortrose

