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ACCOUNTING (HIGHER) 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this course is to give an opportunity to students who wish to develop further, their accounting skills.  
The course will enable students to prepare and analyse financial statements and prepare cost data for planning and 
control purposes.  Emphasis is placed on the development of decision making and problem solving skills through the 
application of accounting skills and techniques.  
 
Recommended Entry 
 
The course is suitable for those who have a good grasp of working with figures.  (National 5 Maths is recommended.) 
 
Course Details - Three Units are: 
 

UNIT 1 Preparing Financial Accounting Information 
 

 Preparation of partnership/company accounts 

 Preparation of manufacturing accounts  

 Understand the role of financial accounting 

UNIT 2 Preparing Management Accounting Information 
 

 Determine product and service costs for a range of production and service environments  

 Prepare, present and interpret information for the planning and control of costs and 
revenues 

 Understand the role of management accounting 

UNIT 3 Analysing Accounting Information 
 

 Prepare and interpret financial information using ratio analysis 

 Prepare and interpret accounts using absorption and marginal costing 

 
Course Assessment 
 
Students must pass 3 internal assessments, complete an internal assignment (50 marks) and will sit a final exam at 
the end of the course (100 marks). 
 
Assignment  
 
The assignment will provide learners with an opportunity to use ICT and accounting skills, knowledge and 
understanding to demonstrate investigative, analytical and decision making ability while undertaking a context-
based assignment. 
 
Progression 
 

 National Certificate at appropriate level  

 HNC/D Accounting  

 degree courses e.g. BA Accounting  

 a range of employment e.g. insurance, accounts, administration  
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National 4/National 5 ADMINISTRATION  
 
NATIONAL 4 and NATIONAL 5 
 
The purpose of these courses is to develop learners’ administrative and IT skills and, ultimately, to enable them to contribute to 
the effective functioning of organisations in administrative positions.  The courses aim to enable learners to:  
 

 develop a basic understanding of administration in the workplace and key legislation affecting employees  

 develop an appreciation of good customer care  

 develop IT skills and use them to perform straightforward administrative tasks  

 acquire organisational skills in the context of organising and supporting events  
 
Students will develop skills, including the ability to use the following IT applications – word processing, spreadsheet, database, 
desk top publishing, presentation software, e-mail, e-diary, research information using the internet.  They will be able to 
organise, manage and communicate information.   
 
The courses consist of 3 units: 
 

 Administrative Practices (National 4/5)  

 IT Solutions for Administrators (National 4/5)  

 Communication in Administration (National 4/5) 
 
 
How National 4 is assessed 
 
There are unit assessments throughout the course.  Students also complete an Added Value Unit, taking no more than 8 hours in 
class, applying their skills and knowledge to undertake a series of IT tasks to plan and prepare for an event, communicate 
information and complete follow-up activities.    
 
There is no exam for students at National 4 level – this course is PASS/FAIL based on the internal assessments and the Added 
Value Unit which are all done in class and marked by the class teacher.  To pass the course, students must pass all unit 
assessments and the added value unit. 
 
 
How National 5 is assessed 
 
There are unit assessments during the course.   
 
Students complete a Course Assessment which will assess their ability to apply their administrative and IT skills developed 
during the course through a series of tasks.  This is worth 70 marks, taking no more than 3 hours in class, under exam conditions.   
Student work is submitted to SQA to be externally marked.  The examination combines spreadsheet, database and theory tasks.  
It will take place during the examination diet and students complete all tasks in the question paper using ICT equipment.  The 
question paper is worth 50 marks and will last 2 hours. 
 
Course assessment makes up 58%, examination is 42%.  Students are graded A-D. 
 
 
What is the value of Administration & IT courses? 
 
Administration & IT develops skills which have extensive application not only in employment but also in other walks of life.  
Administration & IT offers wide-ranging employment opportunities. 
 

Students can go on to study Administration & IT at Higher level. 
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Higher Administration and IT 

 
Purpose 
 
A new course put in place to meet the ever-increasing need for a depth of understanding of Technology and 
developments in software applications used in all aspects of working life.  It also allows students to continue to 
improve their Information Technology and Problem Solving Skills in a business environment.  Using technology has 
become part of the workplace to such an extent that it is now an essential tool for all who work in any business.  The 
aims of this course are to equip students with high-level IT skills and increase candidates’ technological confidence 
and encourage them to use technology in a creative way. 
 
Recommended Entry 
 
This Higher is a natural progression from National 5 Administration and IT.  A reasonable knowledge of software 
applications is necessary and students who have not studied Admin may consider this course. 
 
Course Content 
 
The course is made up of 2 mandatory units: 
 

Administrative Services   40 hours 
 
This unit should enable students to: 
 

 Develop strategies for effective workplace management 

 Understand the changing working practices in the modern environment 

 Understand recruitment procedures 

 Organise, support and record meetings 

 Develop understanding of importance of customer service 
 

Information Technology for Management 80 hours 
 
This unit should enable students to: 
 

 Evaluate the role of information in decision making 

 Understand the impact of ICT on workflow, working practices and management and security of information  

 Use business software to solve problems, communicate and present findings 

 Evaluate technological developments 

 Become familiar with current legislation 
 
Progression 
 

 HNC/D Business Administration, Degree Courses in Business or Administration  

 a range of employment or training opportunities eg administrative posts, personal assistants etc 
 
 
For more information, see Mrs Rhynas, PT Business Studies, in room 24. 
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National 4/National 5 Art and Design 
 
The Course allows learners develop their practical skills and investigate how artists and designers create and develop 
their ideas. It also allows learners to develop their knowledge and understanding of art and design practice and 
develop their critical thinking skills. Reflective skills are also developed through the study of art and design practice 
which will help to support and inform learners own work.  
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:  
Communicate personal thoughts, feelings and ideas through the creative use of art and design materials, techniques 
and/or technology. 

 Develop critical knowledge and understanding of a range of art and design practices  

 Plan, develop, produce and present creative art and design work. 

 Understand the impact of external factors on artists and designers and their work.  

 Develop creativity, problem solving, critical thinking and reflective practice skills. 
 
Art and Design: Expressive Activity  
This Unit helps learners to develop their personal thoughts and ideas in visual form. In the Unit, learners will develop 
critical understanding of artists’ working practices and the social and cultural influences affecting their work. They 
will select stimuli and produce investigative drawings and studies. They will develop and refine their expressive ideas 
and artwork, experimenting with and using a range of materials, techniques and/or technology in 2D and/or 3D 
formats in response to the stimuli. Knowledge and understanding of expressive artists and art practice will also be 
assessed. 
 
Art and Design: Design Activity  
In this Unit learners will plan, research and develop creative design work in response to a design brief. They will 
develop their creativity, problem solving and critical thinking skills as they consider complex design opportunities, 
and work to resolve design issues and constraints. In the Unit, learners will develop critical understanding of 
designers’ working practices and the social and cultural influences affecting their work. They will develop and refine 
their design ideas by experimenting with and using a range of materials techniques and/or technology in 2D and/or 
3D formats.  Knowledge and understanding of designers and design practice will also be assessed. 
  
 
The added value consists of a portfolio and a question paper.  
 
Learners will draw on, extend and apply the skills they have learned during the Course. In the portfolio, learners will 
produce one piece of expressive art work and one design solution. The portfolio will be sufficiently open and flexible 
to allow for personalisation and choice and will focus on both the process and product of learning.  
The portfolio will include an edited selection of the research and investigative development ideas that inspired the 
finished work.  
The question paper allows learners to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of art and design practice. 
Learners will critically analyse and evaluate the work of artists and designers. 
 
 
 
For more information, speak to your Art teacher. 
. 
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Higher Art and Design 

 
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to:  
Communicate personal thoughts, feelings and ideas through the creative use of art and design materials, techniques 
and/or technology, analyse a range of art and design practice and critically reflect on the impact of external factors 
on artists and designers and their work  

Plan, develop, produce and present creative art and design work  

develop personal creativity, using problem solving, critical thinking and reflective practice skills. 
 
 
Art and Design: Expressive Activity (Higher)  
This Unit helps learners to develop their personal thoughts and ideas in visual form. In the Unit, learners will develop 
critical understanding of artists’ working practices and the social and cultural influences affecting their work. They 
will select stimuli and produce investigative drawings and studies. They will develop and refine their expressive ideas 
and artwork, experimenting with and using a range of materials, techniques and/or technology in 2D and/or 3D 
formats in response to the stimuli. Knowledge and understanding of expressive artists and art practice will also be 
assessed. 
 
Art and Design: Design Activity (Higher)  
In this Unit learners will plan, research and develop creative design work in response to a design brief. They will 
develop their creativity, problem solving and critical thinking skills as they consider complex design opportunities, 
and work to resolve design issues and constraints. In the Unit, learners will develop critical understanding of 
designers’ working practices and the social and cultural influences affecting their work. They will develop and refine 
their design ideas by experimenting with and using a range of materials techniques and/or technology in 2D and/or 
3D formats.  Knowledge and understanding of designers and design practice will also be assessed. 
 
In the Higher Art and Design Course, added value will focus on:  
challenge  

application  
 
The learner will draw on, extend and apply the skills they have learned during the Course. This will be assessed 
through a portfolio and a question paper. 
In the portfolio, learners will produce one piece of expressive art work and one design solution. The portfolio will be 
sufficiently open and flexible to allow for personalisation and choice and will focus on both the process and products 
of learning.  
The question paper adds value by requiring integration and application of skills, knowledge and understanding of art 
and design practice from across the Units. 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, speak to your Art teacher. 
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Advanced Higher Art and Design 
 
 
Please see a member of the Art & Design Department for full details of coursework requirements. 
 
Advanced Higher Art and Design gives you the opportunity to concentrate on either a Design or Expressive Enquiry.  
Both include related Design / Art Studies and are developed around areas of personal interest. 
 
 
Art and Design: Design Studies  

 Research and investigate a design area of personal interest. 

 Plan a personal design enquiry. 

 Produce investigative work in response to the design brief and outline plan. 

 Develop and refine a series of developmental concepts and ideas.  

Or 

 
Art and Design: Expressive Studies 

 Research and investigate an area of personal interest in art. 

 Plan a personal visual enquiry.  

 Produce creative investigative research material for the enquiry. 

 Develop and refine experimental development ideas for art work. 

 

Portfolio 

 
The portfolio sheets you present as evidence at Advanced Higher can be up to A1 in size. A minimum of eight A1 
sheets or equivalent should be used to present your work. The maximum number of portfolio sheets that can be 
submitted is 15 A1 sheets or equivalent.  3D work, or photographs of 3D work, can be submitted as part of the 
portfolio as appropriate. 

Critical analysis 

 
A maximum of 1,700 words is allowed for this part of the submission. 
Evaluation involves making a judgement based on criteria or determining the value of something.  Marks will be 
awarded for making evaluative judgements and explaining the basis on which those judgements are made.  
Up to 300 words. 
 
 
 
 
For more information, speak to your Art teacher. 
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National 4/National 5 Biology  

 
Why take Biology? 

 Understanding Biology becomes ever more important  in our everyday lives 

 From molecules to cells to organisms and beyond – Life is fascinating! 

 Technological advances give Biologists increasing impact in solving the world's problems, for example: 
genetic modification can produce new plants and drugs; fertility treatments can be devised; cures devised 
for genetic disease; new sources of food developed. 

 The skills developed by a Biology course are in demand by employers 

 By practical activities and by highlighting relevant applications, Biology promotes a scientific understanding 
of biological issues and deeper understanding of underlying themes such as evolution and adaptation, 
structure and function, inheritance, life processes in organisms, and interaction between organisms and 
their environments.  

 
 
What’s in Biology at National 4/National 5? 
 
National 4/5 Biology courses follow a Unit structure. The 40-hour units are entitled: 
 

 Cell Biology  

 Multicellular Organisms 

 Life on Earth   
 

 
 
 
How is Biology at National 4/National 5 assessed? 
These two courses differ in two major respects; firstly, in level and detail of knowledge and skills acquired; secondly, 
in terms of assessment. National 4 Biology is assessed internally by means of practical assessments and tests over 
each unit, and covers biology at a more basic level. In addition, National 4 has an added value unit consisting of a 
project where learners can integrate their knowledge from across the course into a single assignment. Candidates 
are also assessed internally by a Question paper. 
National 5 Biology will also involve unit assessments at a more challenging level than National 4, leading to an Exam 
set by the SQA comprising 80% of the award. An assignment is also required, representing 20% of the Award. 
 
Where do the courses lead? 
National 4 can lead to National 5.  National 5 can lead to Higher. 
 
For further information, please speak to any Mr Laidlaw or Mr Fraser. 
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Higher Biology  
 
Biology affects everyone and aims to find solutions to many of the world’s problems. Biology, the study of living 
organisms, plays a crucial role in our everyday existence, and is an increasingly important subject in the modern 
world. Advances in technologies have made this varied subject more exciting and relevant than ever.  
 
The purpose of the Course is to develop learners’ interest and enthusiasm for biology in a range of contexts. The 
Course is a broad and up-to-date selection of concepts and ideas relevant to the central position of life science 
within our society. It develops the concepts of biology. The Course allows learners to develop deeper understanding 
of the underlying themes of biology: evolution and adaptation; structure and function; genotype and niche. Within 
each of the Units, the scale of topics ranges from molecular through to whole organism and beyond. In addition, to 
increase the relevance of the Course, within each Unit the most relevant applications of biological understanding are 
highlighted. 
 
Recommended Entry  
Students would normally be expected to have attained an award in National 5 Biology at C or above. Next session, 
Higher candidates who have done N5 Biology will find themselves in a similar position to those previously entering 
with Intermediate 2 Biology, as both courses lead in well to the content of the existing Higher.  
 
Course Details 
The Higher Biology Course is assessed in 3 parts: The National Units; an Assignment and a Course Examination.  

 Each of the 3 National Units will be internal assessed. These Unit assessments must all be passed to achieve 
a course award but they will not contribute towards your final mark.  Planning, running and writing up a 
report of a practical investigation will be part of the Unit assessment. 

 The Assignment will consist of independent research and open book write-up similar to that at National 5 
level. This provides 20 marks towards your final grade. This is externally assessed. 

 The final examination is out of 100 marks. Section A will consist of 20 multiple choice questions. Section B is 
out of 80 marks and will consist of a mixture of restricted and extended response questions. 

 
Unit 1 Biology: DNA and the Genome (Higher) 
The Unit covers the key areas of structure of DNA; replication of DNA; control of gene expression; cellular 
differentiation; the structure of the genome; mutations; evolution; genomic sequencing. 
 
Unit 2 Biology: Metabolism and Survival (Higher) 
The Unit covers the key areas of metabolic pathways and their control; cellular respiration; metabolic rate; 
environmental control of metabolism; genetic control of metabolism; ethical considerations in use of 
microorganisms, hazards and control of risks. 
 
Unit 3 Biology: Sustainability and Interdependence (Higher) 
The Unit covers the key areas of food supply, plant growth and productivity; plant and animal breeding; crop 
protection; animal welfare; symbiosis; social behaviour; mass extinction and biodiversity. 
 
Progression 
Students who achieve Higher Biology may progress to: 

 Advanced Higher Biology  

 Units at Advanced Higher in Biology 

 HNC, HND or degree level study in Biological Sciences and Medicine, Nursing, 

 Physiotherapy, Dietetics, Radiography, Chiropody  

 Other further and higher education opportunities using the award for general or specialist entry purposes  

 A range of employment or training opportunities 
Further information from:  Mr Laidlaw or Mr Fraser  
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Advanced Higher Biology 
 
The Course 
The Advanced Higher qualification in Biology offers in-depth understanding of the complex workings of cells and the 
inter-relationships within the environment. In addition, there are optional topics covering biotechnology, animal 
behaviour and physiology. The course also gives the opportunity for independent, investigative study. 
Learners will gain a sophisticated understanding of biology as well as sophisticated analytical skills. They will be able 
to source information from experimental, observational or survey work, write in a scientific manner and back up 
their arguments with evidence. 
 
Recommended Entry 
Higher Biology/Human Higher Biology 
 
What does it involve? 
Attending timetabled classes enables teaching and tutorial input, practical work, collaborative exercises and 
assessments to be undertaken.  In addition, students are expected to use timetabled time outwith classes for 
personal study and investigative aspects. 
 

 Biology: Cells and Proteins:  Laboratory techniques for biologists, proteins, membrane proteins, detecting 
and amplifying an environmental stimulus, communication within multicellular organisms, protein control of 
cell division. 

 Biology: Organisms and Evolution: Field techniques for biologists, evolution, variation and sexual 
reproduction, sex and behaviour, parasitism. 

 Investigative Biology:  Scientific principles and process, experimentation, critical evaluation of biological 
research. 

 
How is it assessed? 
To achieve the Advanced Higher Course, learners must pass all of the required Units and the Course assessment. The 
Course assessment will consist of two Components: a project and a question paper. Both will be externally assessed. 
Each Component will assess both skills and knowledge and understanding. The question paper will have a greater 
emphasis on knowledge and understanding while the assignment will have a greater emphasis on skills. 
 
Coursework:  Project 
The project is used to assess a wide range of high-order cognitive and practical skills and to bring them together, 
such as skills relating to planning, analysis, synthesis and evaluation. The project requires learners to apply skills of 
scientific inquiry, using related knowledge, to carry out a meaningful and appropriately challenging task in biology 
and communicate findings. The learner will carry out a significant part of the work for the project independently 
with minimal supervision. 
 
Question paper 
The question paper is used to assess whether the learner can retain and consolidate the knowledge and skills gained 
in individual Units. It requires learners to demonstrate aspects of challenge and application. Learners will apply 
breadth and depth of skills, and the various applications of knowledge — such as reasoning, analysing, evaluating 
and solving problems from across the Course to answer questions in biology. 
 
What is the value of the course? 
The course considerably extends the knowledge and skills base of students aspiring to study Biological Sciences or 
related areas of study. 
 
Further information from Mr Laidlaw or Mr Fraser  
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National 4/National 5 Business Management 
 

NATIONAL 4 
The purpose of this course is to give students an understanding of the way 
businesses operate in the current changing, competitive and economic 
environment.  A main feature of this course is the development of enterprise and 
employability skills. 
 
The course consists of 2 units: 

 Business in Action 
 Influences on Business 

 
What does it involve? 
There are many different approaches to learning in this course ranging from mini-enterprise projects, management 
activities/tasks and industrial visits if possible!  We also make use of information technology to support classroom 
tasks. 
 
How is it assessed? 
There are 2 unit assessments during the course.  Students also complete an Added Value Unit, taking 8 hours in 
class, applying their skills and knowledge to prepare a business proposal for a small business.   There is no exam for 
students at National 4 level – this course is PASS/FAIL based on the internal assessments and the Added Value Unit 
which are all done in class and marked by the class teacher.  Students are not graded; it is just pass/fail. 
 

 
NATIONAL 5 
The purpose of this course is to prepare students for a career in business at any level.  Scotland needs people to 
launch new businesses and effective management is the key to success – this course aims to produce effective 
managers! 
 
The course consists of 3 units: 
 

 Understanding Business 
 Management of People and Finance 
 Management of Marketing and Operations 

 
What does it involve? 
There are many different approaches to learning in this course ranging from mini-enterprise projects, management 
activities/tasks and industrial visits if possible!  We also make use of information technology to support classroom 
tasks. 
 
How is it assessed? 
Knowledge and understanding is assessed by 3 unit assessments during the course and an examination at the end of 
S5/6 (worth 70%).  During the course students also complete an assignment, taking 4 hours to research and one hour 
to write-up, applying their skills and knowledge to prepare a business proposal for a small business (worth 30%). 
 
What is the value of these courses? 
Business Management will be very valuable for all career options but particularly for those students who wish to 
start their own business or work for a business.  The course will develop an awareness of the importance of being 
part of a team and working towards a goal/objective. 
 

Students can go on to study Business Management at Higher level.  This course is also a good stepping 
stone to Higher Accounting which is available to students in S5/6. 

These areas are important when starting 
or running your own business but are 
also essential for anyone who hopes to 
go into management. 

 

For more information, see Mrs 
Rhynas, PT Business Studies, in 

room 24. 
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Higher Business Management 
 
Business plays an important role in society.  We all rely on businesses to create 
wealth, prosperity, jobs and choice.  It is essential for society to have effective 
businesses and business managers if they are to sustain this role.  The purpose of 
this course is to investigate the ways in which organisations operate and the steps 
they take to achieve their strategic goals.  This will be achieved by combining theory and practical activities using 
real-life business contexts.  A main feature of this course is the development of enterprising and employability skills.   
 
This new Higher course is very appropriate for students who wish to consider a business related career, who wish to 
extend previous study or who require an extra Higher subject and have the ability to complete the study in one year. 
 
Recommended Entry 
 
This Higher subject is a natural progression from National 5 Business Management.  This course is open to students 
who have not studied Business before – and those wishing to do so should speak to Mrs Rhynas. 
 
Course Details - Three units as follows: 
 

UNIT 1 
 

Understanding Business 

 Business in contemporary society 

 Business and Information Communication Technology 

 Decision Making in Business 

 Internal Organisation 

UNIT 2 
 

Management of Marketing and 
Operations 

 The marketing concept 

 The marketing mix 

 The role and importance of operations 

 Quality 

UNIT 3 
 

Management of People and 
Finance 

 The finance function 

 Cash flow, budgetary control and ratio analysis 

 Human resource management 

 Recruitment and selection  

 Employee relations and legislative requirements 

 
Assessment 
 
Students are required to pass 3 unit assessments throughout the year.  During the course students will complete a 
course assignment worth 30% of their overall grade on a business issue.  The 2 hour exam is worth 70%. 
 
Progression 
 

 A multitude of degree courses – Business Studies, International Management, Finance, Business with Law, 
Business with Languages. 

 A range of employment and training opportunities  
 
 

This course is also a good stepping stone to Higher Accounting. 
 
 
For more information, see Mrs Rhynas, PT Business Studies, in room 24. 
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National 4/National 5 Chemistry  
  
Why take Chemistry?  
 Chemistry is the central science and impacts on everything in our lives. An understanding of chemistry is necessary 
for other sciences from astronomy to zoology. All of the materials used by engineers and technologists are made by 
chemical reactions and we all experience chemical reactions continuously, whether it is breathing or baking a cake, 
driving a car or listening to an mp3 player. Chemistry is concerned with all aspects of molecules, their physical and 
chemical properties, their composition and structure and their synthesis and use in the 21st century. 
What’s in Chemistry at National 4 /National 5? 
 
Chemical Changes and Structure  
 In this Unit, learners will develop scientific skills and knowledge of the chemical reactions in our world. Through 
practical experience, learners will investigate average rates of reaction and the chemistry of neutralisation reactions. 
Focusing on these reactions, learners will work towards the concept of balanced chemical equations. Learners will 
explore the mole concept, formulae and reaction quantities. The connection between bonding and chemical 
properties of materials is investigated. 
 
Nature’s Chemistry  
The Earth has a rich supply of natural resources which are used by all of us. In this Unit, learners will investigate the 
physical and chemical properties of cycloalkanes, branched chain alkanes and alkenes, and straight chain alcohols 
and carboxylic acids. They will explore their chemical reactions and their uses in everyday consumer products. 
Learners will investigate the comparison of energy from different fuels. 
 
Chemistry in Society  
In this Unit, learners will develop skills and carry out practical investigations related to the chemistry of materials. 
Learners will focus on the chemistry of metals and their bonding, reactions and uses. The connection between 
bonding in plastics, their physical properties and their uses is investigated. Learners will investigate the chemical 
reactions and processes used to manufacture fertilisers. They will research the use and effect of different types of 
nuclear of radiation. Learners will investigate chemical analysis techniques used for monitoring the environment. 
 
How is Chemistry at National 4/National 5 assessed? 
Each unit is assessed by an end of unit test. Also a practical investigation which is planned, carried out and written up 
and a small research project on an application of chemistry. All individual outcomes need to be passed to complete 
the course. National 4 has an extended research investigation called the added value that is marked internally. 
National 5 has an extended research investigation that is written up formally and sent away to SQA for marking, 
making up 20% of the final mark with the 80% coming from an external exam. The student must have passed all 
internal assessment outcomes before sitting the exam. There is no external exam at National 4. 
 
What do I need before doing Chemistry at National 4 /National 5? 
A foundational part of Chemistry will have been covered in S3 Chemistry.  If you join a National 4/5 class at the start 
of S4, it will be assumed that you are able to catch up on the basics in your own time.  Teachers are of course 
available to help with this at After-School Study (and other times by mutual agreement).   
 
Where do the courses lead?  
On completing National 4 at the end of S4, pupils could then opt to do National 5 in S5. CfE Higher chemistry could 
then be considered in S6.  Those completing National 5 in S4 would undertake CfE Higher Chemistry in S5. 
 
For further information, please speak to Mrs Ramsay or Mr Sutherland 
 
 

  

http://www.best-of-web.com/pages/080702-110657-332007.html
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=mad+scientist&hl=en&safe=active&biw=884&bih=582&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=qZz8650GRPSNhM:&imgrefurl=http://www.gogobambini.com/mad-science-young-wizards-party&docid=W54OaLzbKQTBKM&imgurl=http://www.gogobambini.com/sites/gogobambini.com/files/Illustr_044.jpg&w=761&h=685&ei=bCgUT4XMOIeh8gOpwqj2Aw&zoom=1
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Higher Chemistry 
  
What do I need before I can do CfE Higher Chemistry? 
 
Recommended entry:  Pupils would be expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required 
by achieving a good pass (A/B) at National 5 Chemistry. 
 
What’s in the Higher Chemistry course? 
 
Chemical Changes and Structure  
This Unit covers the knowledge and understanding of controlling reaction rates and periodic trends, and strengthens 
the learner’s ability to make reasoned evaluations by recognising underlying patterns and principles. Learners will 
investigate collision theory and the use of catalysts in reactions. Learners will explore the concept of 
electronegativity and intra-molecular and intermolecular forces. The connection between bonding and a material's 
physical properties is investigated.  
 
Researching Chemistry  
This Unit covers the key skills necessary to undertake research in chemistry. Learners will research the relevance of 
chemical theory to everyday life by exploring the chemistry behind a topical issue. Learners will develop the key skills 
associated with collecting and synthesising information from a number of different sources. Equipped with the 
knowledge of common chemistry apparatus and techniques, they will plan and undertake a practical investigation 
related to a topical issue.  
 
Nature’s Chemistry  
This Unit covers the knowledge and understanding of organic chemistry within the context of the chemistry of food 
and the chemistry of everyday consumer products, soaps, detergents, fragrances and skincare. The relationship 
between the structure of organic compounds, their physical and chemical properties and their uses are investigated. 
Key functional groups and types of organic reaction are covered. 
 
Chemistry in Society  
This Unit covers the knowledge and understanding of the principles of physical chemistry which allow a chemical 
process to be taken from the researcher's bench through to industrial production. Learners will calculate quantities 
of reagents and products, percentage yield and the atom economy of processes. They will develop skills to 
manipulate dynamic equilibria and predict enthalpy changes. Learners will investigate the ability of substances to act 
as oxidising or reducing agents and their use in analytical chemistry through the context of volumetric titrations. 
Learners will use analytical chemistry to determine the purity of reagents and products. 
 
How is Higher Chemistry assessed? 
Each unit is assessed by an end of topic test. Pupils will also research and gather practical evidence to write up an 
investigation which will be marked internally. An assignment will be completed and sent for marking to SQA. This is 
worth 30 marks and the external exam is worth 100 marks. 
 
Where do the courses lead?  
On completing Higher Chemistry this will be a good grounding for any science based university degree or progression 
onto Advanced Higher in S6. 
 
For further information, please speak to Mrs Ramsay or Mr Sutherland 
 
 
 

  

http://www.best-of-web.com/pages/080702-110657-332007.html
http://www.best-of-web.com/pages/080330-203020.html
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Advanced Higher Chemistry 
 
 
What do I need before I can do Advanced Higher Chemistry? 
 
Recommended entry:  Pupils would be expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and understanding required 
by achieving a good pass (A/B) at revised Higher Chemistry and Higher Maths. 
 
What’s in the Advanced Higher Chemistry course? 
 
Inorganic and Physical Chemistry  
This Unit develops a knowledge and understanding of the principles and concepts of inorganic and physical 
chemistry. Learners will discover how electromagnetic radiation is used in atomic spectroscopy to identify elements. 
They will extend an understanding of the concept of atomic structure by considering atomic orbitals and electronic 
configuration related to the periodic table. Using electron pair theory, learners will predict the shape of molecules. 
Learners will gain an understanding of the physical and chemical properties of transition metals and their 
compounds. Learners will investigate the quantitative component of chemical equilibria. They will develop their 
understanding of the factors which influence the feasibility of chemical reactions. Learners will progress their 
understanding of reaction kinetics by exploring the order and mechanisms of chemical reaction. 
 
Organic Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis  
This Unit develops a knowledge and understanding of organic chemistry. Learners will research the structure of 
organic compounds, including aromatics and amines, and draw on this to explain the physical and chemical 
properties of the compounds. They will consider the key organic reaction types and mechanisms, and link these to 
the synthesis of organic chemicals. Learners will discover the origin of colour in organic compounds and how 
elemental analysis and spectroscopic techniques are used to verify chemical structure. They will study the use of 
medicines in conjunction with the interactions of the drugs. 
 
Researching Chemistry  
In this Unit, learners will be given the opportunity to gain an understanding of stoichiometric calculations, to develop 
practical skills and to carry out research in chemistry. Learners will develop the key skills associated with a variety of 
different practical techniques, including the related calculations. Equipped with the knowledge of chemistry 
apparatus, techniques and an understanding of concepts, learners will identify, research, plan and safely carry out a 
chemistry practical investigation of their choice. The Unit will equip learners with the scientific background and skills 
necessary to analyse scientific articles and use them in order to make informed choices and decisions. 
 
How is Advanced Higher Chemistry assessed? 
Each unit is assessed by an end of unit test. All must be passed to be eligible to sit the final exam. In addition an 
independent project will be undertaken. The research and practical stages will be assessed internally and the final 
report will be submitted to the SQA for marking. The project is worth 30 marks and the external exam is worth 100 
marks. 
 
Where do the courses lead?  
On completing Advanced Higher Chemistry this will be a good grounding for any science based university degree. 
 
For further information, please speak to Mrs Ramsay or Mr Sutherland 
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National 5 Design and Manufacture  
  
 
What is the subject about?  
Design and manufacture seeks to develop independent thinking, problem solving, creativity and practical skills of 
pupils through the process of designing and making a variety of projects in a workshop environment. During the 
course, pupils solve a number of design problems and make individual solutions in wood, metal and plastic. They will 
also learn the process of designing for an industrial context and how to evaluate existing consumer products. 
 
The following are studied:  

1. Knowledge and understanding of materials, tools, machinery, safety, product evaluation and the process of 
designing. 

2. Designing solutions to practical problems which can be manufactured in a school workshop and meet the 
needs of users. 

3. Practical abilities to independently manufacture solutions to practical problems. 
  
 
What does it involve?  
During the course, pupils will solve a range of different design problems using a variety of materials and equipment 
and learn how to evaluate the effectiveness of consumer products. 
 
The coursework will emphasise on solving household problems and will help develop practical skills and the ability to 
communicate effectively using graphics and modelling. The activity of designing requires an understanding of human 
needs and values and will provide opportunities for the realistic application of other school subjects.  
 
 
How is it assessed?  
Assessment takes part in the form of a Design Assignment and a final Exam. 
 
The Design Assignment is worth 90 marks and is completed in class time. Students can choose from a range of 
projects and are expected to design, make and evaluate a project in the school workshop. 
 
The Exam is worth 60 marks and is completed during the exam diet in May. It is a written paper which consists of a 
wide range of topics which are covered during the year. 
 
 
Value of the course  
The person who can both think and do is recognised as important to society. Design and Manufacture strives to 
provide opportunities for pupils to think creatively and inventively, to find realistic situations for organising their 
thinking and to be successful in creating items which are uniquely their own. To create a piece of craftwork from 
initial design to manufactured project is a demanding task.  
 
The course, through a blend of technological, vocational and creative activities, prepares young people for further 
education, a working life and leisure activities.  
 
To find out more, speak to Mr Meehan or a member of technical staff.  
 
Detailed information can also be found on the school website. 
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Higher Design and Manufacture  
  
 
What is the subject about?  
Design and manufacture seeks to develop an understanding of the process of designing products for people and of 
the factors which influence designs in a commercial context. It aims to enhance the student's knowledge of industrial 
manufacturing processes and materials while increasing awareness of economic considerations and the social 
implications of design and manufacture.  
 
The following are studied:  
 

1. Design Analysis and Evaluation – Evaluating commercial products, analysing design briefs, researching 
material to aid the design of new products and producing specifications for products. 
 

2. Developing Design Proposals – Producing ideas and developing them towards a design proposal, and using a 

wide range of graphic and modelling techniques during the production of a design proposal. Modelling 

techniques include computer modelling and simple workshop based models.  

3. Manufacturing Products – Explain how particular materials and industrial manufacturing techniques are used 

for the manufacture of commercial products and making prototypes of products in a workshop setting. 

 

What does it involve?  

The coursework will emphasise on designing and making commercial products and will help develop and 
understanding of how modern products are designed, how modern companies work and the ability to communicate 
effectively using graphics and modelling. The activity of designing requires an understanding of human needs and 
values and will provide opportunities for real life application of literacy, numeracy, problem solving and 
organisational skills.  
 
How is it assessed? 
 
Assessment takes part in the form of a Design Assignment and a final Exam. 
The Design Assignment is worth 50% of the final marks and is completed in class time. Students can choose from a 
range of projects and are expected to design a commercial product which is suitable for commercial manufacture. 
The Exam is worth 50% of the final marks and is completed during the exam diet in May. It is a written paper which 
consists of a wide range of topics which are covered during the year. 
 
Value of the course  
 
Design and Manufacture is a very enjoyable course which offers the opportunity for students to develop skills in 
designing related to the industrial context. The course should provide experience, knowledge, understanding and 
skills which are transferable to a range of careers, such as Engineering, Architecture, Product Design, Graphic Design, 
Construction and many more. 
 
 
To find out more, speak to Mr Meehan or a member of technical staff.  
 
Detailed information can also be found on the school website. 
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National 5 English 

 

Unit Assessments     

What you will have to complete: 
 

Analysis and Evaluation (listening and reading) 
 

 U/A/E on at least one written piece of N5 standard (close reading) 

 U/A/E on at least one listening activity of N5 standard.       
 

Creation and Production (talking and writing) 
 

 at least one piece of writing of N5 standard  

 at least one speaking activity of N5 standard (individual OR group discussion) 
 
 
 
 

 

External Assessment    

External assessment consists of an exam with 2 papers and a Portfolio of Writing. 
 
Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (30 marks) 
 

 A close reading paper of one hour thirty minutes consisting of one passage for 30 marks. 
 

Critical Reading (40 marks) one hour thirty minutes 
 

 Scottish Set Text questions for twenty marks 

 Critical Essay (Drama, Prose – Fiction, Prose – Non-Fiction, Poetry, Film and Television Drama, Language) 
for twenty marks. 

 
Portfolio of Writing (30 marks) 
 

 Two pieces of writing – one broadly creative (15 marks) and one broadly discursive (15 marks). 
 

 
Pupils who wish to undertake the N5 English Course would normally be expected to have attained 
National 4 English. 

     
 
For more information, see Mrs Mackintosh, PT English, in room 5. 
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Higher English 

 
Unit Assessments     

What you will have to complete: 
 

Analysis and Evaluation (listening and reading) 
 

 U/A/E on at least one written piece of Higher standard (close reading) 

 U/A/E on at least one listening activity of Higher standard.       
 

Creation and Production (talking and writing) 
 

 at least one piece of writing of Higher standard  

 at least one speaking activity of Higher standard (individual OR group discussion) 
 
 
 

 

External Assessment    

External assessment consists of an exam with 2 papers and a Portfolio of Writing. 
 
Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation (30 marks) one hour thirty minutes 
 

 A close reading paper of one hour thirty minutes consisting of two passages for 30 marks. 
 

Critical Reading (40 marks) one hour thirty minutes 
 

 Scottish Set Text questions for twenty marks 

 Critical Essay (Drama, Prose – Fiction, Prose – Non-Fiction, Poetry, Film and Television Drama, Language) 
for twenty marks. 

 
      Portfolio of Writing (30 marks) 
 

 Two pieces of writing – one broadly creative (15 marks) and one broadly discursive (15 marks). 
 

 
Pupils who wish to undertake the Higher English Course would normally be expected to have attained 
National 5 English. 

    
 
For more information, see Mrs Mackintosh, PT English, in room 5. 
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Advanced Higher English 
 

Unit Assessments     

What you will have to complete: 
 

Analysis and Evaluation  
 

 A&E on at least two complex and sophisticated literary texts 

 A research project on an aspect or aspects of literature      
 

Creation and Production  
 

 At least two drafts of one piece of your own writing, showing critical reflection in the development of 
the writing process. 

 

 

Exam (40 Marks)  

Section 1 (20 marks) 
 

 One question chosen from a number of options on poetry, prose fiction, prose non-fiction or drama. 
Section 2 (20 marks) 
 

 One textual analysis question on poetry, prose fiction, prose non-fiction or drama. 

 

Portfolio (60 marks) 

 A dissertation on an aspect or aspects of literature – must be between 2,500 and 3,000 words long and 
your text(s) must not be the same as those used in the exam. (30 marks) 

 Two pieces of writing for two different purposes from the following types:  persuasive; informative; 
argumentative; personal/reflective; poetry; prose fiction; drama.  (30 marks, with up to 15 for each piece 
of writing) 

 
 
Pupils who wish to undertake the Advanced Higher English Course would normally be expected to have attained 
Higher English. 

 
 
For more information, see Mrs Mackintosh, PT English, in room 5. 
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National 4/National 5 Geography 

   
Geography opens up the physical environment around us and allows pupils to understand the changing world.  
Pupils will develop important attitudes including an open mind and respect for the values, beliefs and cultures of 
others, an openness to new thinking and ideas and a sense of responsibility.  Pupils will also develop an 
understanding of aspects of the contemporary world of concern to us all – environmental stewardship, sustainability 
and global citizenship. 
 
 
The course consists of 4 units: 
 
 

HUMAN 
ENVIRONMENTS 

PHYSICAL  
ENVIRONMENTS 

GLOBAL 
ISSUES 

ASSIGNMENT 

Cities and urban 
problems in 
developed and 
developing countries  
 
Population  
 
Rural issues in 
developed and 
developing countries  

UK Weather 
 
Limestone and River 
Landscapes 
 
Conflict in Rural areas 

Climate Change – 
causes, effects and 
management. 
 
Environmental 
Hazards – Volcanoes, 
Earthquakes and 
Tropical Storms. 

Pupils will use 
fieldwork to 
investigate a 
geographical topic or 
issue of their choice. 

 
 
At National 4 the course will be internally assessed. 
 
At National 5 the course will be assessed by an external exam (60 marks) and an assignment (20 marks) done in 
school under exam conditions but externally assessed. 
In order to gain an award pupils must pass all units which will be internally assessed. 
 
 
For more information see Miss Stewart, PT Geography 
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Higher Geography 
 
Higher Geography adds breadth and depth to the main areas of study at National 5 – the Physical Environment, the 
Human Environment and Global Issues.  The course aims to develop a more detailed understanding of the 
contemporary world by using the concepts and techniques of geographical analysis.  Higher Geography acts as a 
bridge between the Sciences and the Arts and as such can be counted as either in terms of University entry. 
 
Recommended Entry 

 a pass at National 5  

 pupils who have not previously studied Geography but have an A or B pass at National 5 in other social subjects 
or English. 

 
Course Details 
 
Physical Environments 
The topics covered in this unit are:- 
Atmosphere  - global heat budget; redistribution of energy by atmospheric and oceanic circulation; cause, 
characteristics and impact of the Intertropical Convergence Zone     
Biosphere – properties and formation processes of podzol, brown earth and gley soils 
Hydrosphere – hydrological cycle within a drainage basin    
Lithosphere - formation of erosion and depositional features in glaciated and coastal landscapes; rural land use 
conflicts and their management related to glaciated and coastal landscapes 
 
Human Environments 
The topics covered in this unit are:- 
Urban – the need for management of recent urban change (housing and transport) in a developed and developing 
world city; the management of strategies employed and their impact 
Population – methods and problems of data collection; consequences of population structure; causes and impacts of 
forced and voluntary migration  
Rural – the impact and management of rural land degradation related to a rainforest or semi-arid area 
 
Global Issues 
The topics covered in this unit are:- 
River Basin Management – physical characteristics of a selected river basin; need for water management; selection 
and development of sites; consequences of water control projects 
Development and Health – validity of development indicators; differences in levels of development between 
developing countries; causes, impacts and management of malaria; primary health care strategies 

Fieldtrip 
A fieldtrip to Glasgow and the Arbroath coast will be held in September. This trip provides pupils with a relevant 
‘real-life’ stimulus for geographical investigation and allows pupils to further develop their decision making and 
thinking skills.  It will also enable them to gather data for their Added Value Assignment. 
 
Course Assessment 
Pupils must pass each unit in order to be able to sit the course assessment.  The course assessment is made up of  

 an exam worth 60 marks 

 an added value assignment completed prior to the exam worth 30 marks 
Progression 
Gaining an award at Higher allows pupils to progress to the course or units at Advanced. Alternatively, students 
could progress to a course or units at an appropriate level in another social subject. Students may also progress to 
HNC/D awards or degree courses in further or higher education or to employment. 
 
Further information from Miss A Stewart (PT Geography) 
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Advanced Higher Geography 

 
Purpose 
Advanced Higher Geography builds on what has been studied at Higher Grade.  It is designed to provide the 
opportunity for independent study at depth and to develop a greater knowledge and understanding of geography.  
By applying a geographical perspective, the course will develop and use skills of research, analysis and critical 
evaluation in a wide range of contexts.  
 
 
Recommended Entry 
A pass at Higher Geography. 
 
 
Course Details 
 
Geographical Skills: 
 
This unit builds on key skills and methods which have been progressively developed since National 5 Geography.   
Students need to show skills in:   

 Applying a range of fieldwork methods and techniques 

 applying statistical techniques in appropriate contexts 

 using and interpreting a range of maps and other data sources 

 developing independent geographical research skills 
 

Geographical Issues: 

 This unit develops critical thinking and the ability to evaluate evidence from different sources.  Students need to 
show skills in: 

 Critically evaluating viewpoints using evidence from a range of sources relating to a complex, current 
geographical issue 

 
There will be a requirement to complete fieldwork in this course which could take the form of day/weekend trips 
and may have to be carried out in the pupil’s own time at weekends or in the holidays. 
 
 
Course Assessment 
Pupils must pass each unit in order to be able to sit the course assessment.  The course assessment is made up of: 

 An exam work 50 marks 

 A Folio worth 100 marks – marked externally 
o Geographical Study - a report on geographical research, worth 60 marks 
o Geographical Issue – an essay which critically evaluates an issue from a geographical 

perspective, worth 40 marks 
 
 
 
Further information from Miss A Stewart (PT Geography) 
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National 5 Graphic Communication   
  

 
What is the course about? 
 
This course develops pupil’s knowledge and understanding of the use of graphic techniques for communication in 
the world around us and in the world of work. The course focuses on the international use of technical and 
computer graphics which are used to communicate in the disciplines of Architecture, Engineering, Construction, 
Manufacturing, Product Design, Interior Design and Graphic Design. 
  
The following elements are studied:  

 Knowledge and interpretation of drawings, diagrams, charts, graphs and computer systems which will 
develop an understanding of literacy. 

 Drawing abilities relating to sketching, drawing of pictorial, orthographic, sectional, exploded and assembled 
views of everyday items. This develops an understanding of numeracy and three- dimensional awareness. 

 Computer graphics skills in the fields of 3D modelling, technical drawings, graphic illustration and desk top 
publishing. 

 
What does it involve?  
 
Pupils work through a course of technical drawing and written work in class. 
A portfolio of computer graphics is also compiled during class time which includes a range of work as described 
above. 
 
How is it assessed? 
  
Assessment takes part in the form of a Design Assignment and a final Exam. 
 

 The Design Assignment is worth 60 marks and is completed in class time. Students can choose from a range 
of projects and can use a range of graphic skills of their choice in order to work towards a suitable solution. 

 

 The Exam is worth 60 marks and is completed during the exam diet in May. It is a written paper which 
consists of a wide range of topics which are covered during the year. 

 
What is the value of the course?  
 
This course provides pupils with a knowledge and experience of computer graphics and technical drawing as used in 
the world of work and in the built environment. It develops and tests their literacy and numeracy skills in 
preparation for their life beyond school, while enabling pupils to exercise imagination, creative ability and logical 
thinking.  
 
To find out more, talk to Mr Meehan or a member of staff in Technical. 
 
Detailed information can be found on the school website. 
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Higher Graphic Communication  
  

 
What is the course about? 
 
This course develops pupil’s knowledge and understanding of the use of graphic techniques for communication in 
the world around us and in the world of work. The course focuses on the international use of technical and 
computer graphics which are used to communicate in the disciplines of Architecture, Engineering, Construction, 
Manufacturing, Product Design, Interior Design and Graphic Design. 
  
The following elements are studied:  

 Knowledge and interpretation of drawings, diagrams, charts, graphs, computer systems and graphics as used 
in industry and business. 

 Sketching, 3D computer modelling and the production of technical drawings using computers to assist in the 
design and production of products.  

 Designing and creating complex desk top published documents that appeal to a particular target audience. 
 
What does it involve?  
 
A portfolio of sketches and computer graphics is compiled during class time which includes a range of work as 
described above. 
 
How is it assessed?  
 
Assessment takes part in the form of a Design Assignment and a final Exam. 
 

 The Design Assignment is worth 50% of the final marks and is completed in class time. Students can choose 
from a range of projects and can use a range of graphic skills of their choice in order to work towards a 
suitable solution. 

 

 The Exam is worth50% of the final marks and is completed during the exam diet in May. It is a written paper 
which consists of a wide range of topics which are covered during the year. There is no longer a drawing 
element to the final exam. 

 
What is the value of the course?  
 
This course provides pupils with a knowledge and experience of computer graphics and technical drawing as used in 
the world of work and in the built environment. It develops and tests their literacy and numeracy skills in 
preparation for their life beyond school, while enabling pupils to exercise imagination, creative ability and logical 
thinking. It is a useful course for anyone that is interested in pursuing a career in Engineering, Architecture, Product 
Design, Graphic Design, Construction and many more. 
 
To find out more, talk to Mr Meehan or a member of staff in Technical. 
 
Detailed information can be found on the school website. 
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National 4/National 5 History  

The National 5 History Course develops a range of skills including the 

ability to apply a detailed historical perspective and evaluate sources in 

a range of contexts.  

Students gain a detailed understanding of the factors contributing to, 

and the impact of, historical events. They also develop the skills needed 

to investigate historical events and form views on the basis of evidence, 

as well as the skills needed to explain, analyse and draw reasoned 

conclusions. 

The Added Value (Assignment) component of the course provides an excellent opportunity for students to 

investigate a period of history that interests them and to demonstrate the skills and abilities they are developing. 

Units  
 

 

Scottish History - The Era of the 

Great War, 1910–1928 

 

British History - The Atlantic 

Slave Trade 1770-1807 

World History - USA 1850–80 

 

Topics include - 

 Recruitment, experience of life in 
the trenches 

 Military tactics 

 Technology of war — gas, tanks, 
machine guns, aircraft, artillery 

 Rationing 

 Changing role of women 

 Propaganda 

 Post-war decline of heavy 
industry 

 New industries in the 1920s 

 Campaigns for women’s suffrage 

 Rent strikes 

 Homes fit for heroes 
 

Topics include - 

 The Triangular Trade 

 Wealth of ports and 
merchants 

 The captive's experience and 
slave resistance 

 The abolitionist campaigns 

 Role of William Wilberforce 

 Arguments against the slave 
trade 

 Defenders of the trade 
 

Topics include - 

 Westward expansion - effects on 
Native Americans 

 Wagon trains, railways and 
westward expansion 

 Native American opposition to 
westward expansion 

 The Sand Creek Massacre 

 The Battle of the Little Bighorn 

 Slave life on southern plantations. 

 Abraham Lincoln as President 

 Southern secession and the outbreak 
of the Civil War 

 Reconstruction 

 Treatment of the freed slaves 

 
 
The National 4 course is internally assessed. 
 
The National 5 course is assessed by an external exam that is worth 75% and 
an externally assessed assignment (on a topic of the students’ choice) that is 
worth 25%. 
 
 

See Mr P Cronin (PT History, Modern Studies and RMPS, Room 7) for more information. 
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Higher History 

 

Course Overview 

Higher History is a broad, challenging qualification that is highly regarded.  The analytical 
skills developed in this year are invaluable in a wide variety of disciplines.  Building on 
their experience of National 5, pupils explore a range of topics that complement their 
understanding from previous courses.  The skills of essay writing and source handling 
are also further developed from National 5. 
 

Britain 1850-1950 Germany 1851-1939 Migration and Empire 

This unit looks at key events that 
created the Britain that we live in 
today – 
 
Topics 

 Votes for women 

 The motivation for the Liberal 
reforms  

 How successful the Liberal 
reforms were 

 How successfully Labour 
defeated the five giants of 
poverty 

 

This unit focuses on how the 
country that dominated the 20th 
century was first united and then 
transformed by the Nazis – 
 
Topics 

 The reasons for the growth of 
German nationalism 

 The obstacles to German 
nationalism 

 Why Germany was unified in 
1871 

 The rise of the Nazis 

 How the Nazis maintained 
power 

A study of population movement 
and social and economic change in 
Scotland and abroad between 
1830 and 1939.  
 
Topics 

 The migration of Scots 

 The experience of immigrants 
in Scotland 

 The impact of Scots emigrants 
on the Empire 

 The effects of migration and 
empire on Scotland, to 1939. 
 

 
The main aims of the Course are to develop: 
 

 a conceptual understanding of the past and an ability to think 

independently 

 a range of skills including the ability to apply a detailed historical 

perspective in a range of contexts 

 the skills of analysing various interpretations of historical sources and 

critically evaluating a variety of views 

 an understanding of the relationship between factors contributing to, and the 

impact of, historical events 

 the skills of analysing, evaluating and synthesising historical information 

 the skills of researching complex historical issues, drawing well-reasoned conclusions 

 
The Higher course is assessed by an external exam that is worth 66.6% and an externally assessed assignment (on 
a topic of the students’ choice) that is worth 33.3%. 
 
See Mr P Cronin (PT History, Modern Studies and RMPS, Room 7) for more information. 
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Advanced Higher History 
 
Students get the opportunity to study one area of history in depth.     

 

Course Overview 

Germany: Versailles to the Outbreak of the Second World War.  

This is a study of Germany’s social, economic and political 
development between 1918 and 1939. It traces the effects of defeat in 
World War One, the creation of the new Republic and the various 
efforts to put Germany back on its feet. It continues to investigate the 
rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party and the creation of dictatorship 
1933-1939, e.g. the Night of the Long Knives, the role of the SS and 
racial indoctrination, etc.  The Nazis’ domestic policies (e.g. 
propaganda and treatment of the Jews) are covered as are the foreign 
policies which led to World War Two 

The course requires students to read widely and work independently. 
They need to submit a 4,000 dissertation by March and be capable of 
meeting deadlines for drafts. 

 

Assessment  

One Examination Paper = 3 hours = 90 marks  

 Section A:  Extended Response questions (2 essays) = 50 marks  

 Section B:  Historical Sources – (document questions) = 40 marks  

Project (dissertation – from an approved list) = 50 marks  

Total = 140 marks 

 

See Mr P Cronin (PT History, Modern Studies and RMPS, Room 7) for more information. 
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S5 N5 Literacy and English 

 
Learners who have successfully completed N4 English and Literacy, who wish to further their studies in the subject, 
will begin the course by working to achieve N5 Literacy. This is an internally assessed course which aims to develop 
the learners’ reading, writing, listening and talking skills in a variety of forms relevant for learning, life and work. It 
provides the opportunity to practise and develop essential literacy skills before embarking on the N5 English course. 
It will also allow learners to work in a more independent way which is a necessary skill for the N5 English course. 
 
The N5 Literacy course consists of the following Outcomes: 
 
Outcome 1: responses to reading word-based texts  
Outcome 2: responses to listening to spoken communication  
Outcome 3: written texts of more than 500 words which communicate meaning on first reading  
Outcome 4: talking, individually or as part of a group discussion. 
 
All these Outcomes and the Assessment Standards in the Literacy Unit (National 5) must be covered in the 
assessment of the Unit. To achieve N5 Literacy, pupils must pass all four. It may be possible to combine Literacy and 
English assessments to reduce learners’ workload. 
 
Pupils will work with, and produce texts, which are functional or transactional such as webcasts, reports, magazine 
articles, newspaper articles, blogs, documentaries, essays.  
 
Texts will contain:  
 

 complex ideas or sets of ideas  

 contain considerable detail  

 contain complex vocabulary  

 use complex expression. 
 
A key focus of the course will be the ability to produce technically accurate writing which uses a variety of sentence 
structures. Learners will also have to demonstrate that they can evaluate texts and analyse language. 
 
Structure of the Course 
 
June to October - N5 Literacy – development and consolidation of skills necessary for N5 English and Literacy. N5 
Literacy Assessments. N5 English Portfolio of Writing – discursive/persuasive/report. 
 
October to January- N5 English – Scottish Set Text – McCaig poetry.  N5 English Portfolio of Writing – 
personal/reflective. N5 English Close Reading work. N5 English Assessments. 
 
January to April - N5 English – film study, N5 English Close Reading work, exam revision. N5 English Assessments. 
 
Please note, learners who complete N5 Literacy assessments successfully may go on to sit N5 English in the same 
academic year. Learners who are unable to pass N5 Literacy assessments should delay sitting N5 English but will 
benefit from further study with a view to sitting the external examination the following year. 
 
Please see the document on the S4 N5 English course for additional information or ask Mrs Mackintosh  
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National 4 Hospitality – Practical Cookery  
 
This course builds on the relevant experiences and outcomes for the technologies and health and wellbeing 
curriculum areas.  It enables learners to develop cookery-related knowledge, understanding skills, and to use them 
at home, in the wider community and, ultimately in employment.  The course lays foundations for lifelong learning 
and a successful working life. 
 
The course will develop   

 successful learners who achieve through participating in engaging, motivating and relevant learning 
experiences in real-life contexts. 

 confident individuals who derive satisfaction from being able to produce dishes and meals from having their 
achievements and skills recognized. 

 responsible citizens who actively participate in the work of the class, develop awareness of issues affecting 
society, such as health and wellbeing, sustainability and seasonality of produce, and take on organisational 
tasks. 

 effective contributors who share their views with others, effectively contributing to group tasks and 
supporting their peers whenever appropriate. 
 

In addition to the above, the National 4 Practical Cookery Course develops a range of skills for learning, life and 
work, which have a universal application and are essential to individuals’ effective functioning in all 4 spheres.  This 
includes aspects of numeracy and thinking skills and those supporting physical wellbeing. 
Although the main purpose of this subject is to develop learners’ practical cookery skills and their knowledge and 
understanding of ingredients and to provide a set of foundation skills for those who wish to progress to professional 
hospitality courses or work, it is also suitable for those who are interested in food and cooking and who enjoy being 
creative with food.   
The skills acquired can be utilised in a variety of different contexts: 
The Course enables learners to: 

 become familiar with a range of basic cookery skills, simple food preparation techniques and simple cookery 
processes 

 acquire an understanding of ingredients and their uses and an awareness of responsible sourcing and 
sustainability 

 develop an awareness of the impact of the choices of ingredients on health and wellbeing 

 follow simple recipes to produce simple dishes 

 plan and produce simple meals and present them appropriately 

 develop an understanding of the importance of food safety and hygiene and work safely and hygienically. 
 

This course comprises 4 mandatory Units with a practical exam at the end of S4. 
The Course contains a significant practical component, which involves experiential learning, and is supported by 
related theory.  It uses real-life hospitality contexts, which makes it relevant to the world of work.  Its uniqueness lies 
in introducing learners to practical cookery in hospitality-related contexts. 
 
Studying Practical Cookery at National 4 level makes an important contribution to general education through 
developing a range of essential skills which will stand learners in good stead regardless of the career path they 
ultimately choose.  Its contribution to vocational education is just as significant because it opens up progression to a 
range of careers in the catering and hospitality industries.  The Course also supports the wider curriculum through 
developing learners’ awareness of the importance of responsible sourcing of ingredients and sustainability. 
At the end of the Course you can progress to Professional Cookery SVQ Level 1 & 2 run in conjunction with Inverness 
College (see elsewhere). 
 
To find out more, speak to Mrs A Walker/Mr M Morton, Health Faculty. 
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National 4 Mathematics  
 
 
Purpose 
The aim of this course is to enable pupils to build upon their previous mathematical experience, to extend their 
learning by introducing them to simple abstract mathematical concepts and to broaden their learning with 
mathematical techniques, which will be useful in everyday life. To gain the award of the Course, the learner must 
pass all three Units (details given below) as well as the Course assessment. 
 
Recommended Entry 
It is designed for those pupils who have followed and achieved a pass award at National 3 Lifeskills Mathematics or 
equivalent course and who wish to continue to the next certificated level in Mathematics. 
 
Units: 
 
Expressions and Formulae (National 4)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to straightforward mathematical expressions and formulae. 
These include the manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of expressions and the evaluation of formulae. 
The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, statistics and reasoning.  
 
Relationships (National 4)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to straightforward mathematical relationships. These include 
solving equations, understanding graphs and working with trigonometric ratios. The Outcomes cover aspects of 
algebra, geometry, trigonometry, statistics and reasoning.  
 
Numeracy (National 4)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills to solve 
straightforward, real-life problems involving number, money, time and measurement. As learners tackle real-life 
problems, they will decide what numeracy skills to use and how to apply these skills to an appropriate level of 
accuracy. Learners will also interpret graphical data and use their knowledge and understanding of probability to 
identify solutions to straightforward real-life problems involving money, time and measurement. Learners will use 
their solutions to make and explain decisions.  
 
Mathematics Test (National 4)  
This Unit is assessed on a pass or fail basis and is not graded. It enables the learner to provide evidence of added 
value for the National 4 Mathematics Course through the successful completion of a test which will allow the learner 
to demonstrate breadth and challenge. 
 
Progression 
This is a one-year course and pupils who achieve a pass award could progress to the National 5 Mathematics or 
National 5 Lifeskills course in the following year. 
 
Note 
Since there is no obligation on pupils to choose Maths in S5/6, pupils doing this course are expected to show a high 
level of commitment and self-motivation.  With this approach National 4 Mathematics can be an enjoyable and 
satisfying course. 
The running of this course is dependent on staff availability and pupil uptake. 
 
Pupils are encouraged to talk to their current Maths teacher or to Mr Ghee (Principal Teacher of Mathematics), if 
they wish more information about this course and what it offers. 
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National 5 Mathematics  

 
 
Purpose 
The course builds on prior learning and develops: operational skills in algebra, geometry, trigonometry and statistics; 
reasoning skills of investigation, problem solving, analysis and modelling; and numeracy skills in number processes 
and information handling. It is designed for pupils who have followed a National 4 Mathematics course or an 
Intermediate 1 course and who wish to continue to the next level in Mathematics. To gain the award of the Course, 
the learner must pass all three Units (details given below) as well as the Course assessment. 
 
Recommended Entry 
Pupils would be expected to have attained a National 4 Mathematics pass award or at least a Grade B at 
Intermediate 1. 
 
Units 
 
Expressions and Formulae (National 5)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical expressions and formulae. These include the 
manipulation of abstract terms, the simplification of expressions and the evaluation of formulae. The Outcomes 
cover aspects of number, algebra, geometry and reasoning.  
 
Relationships (National 5)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to mathematical relationships. These include solving and 
manipulating equations, working with graphs and carrying out calculations on the lengths and angles of shapes. The 
Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, trigonometry and reasoning.  
 
Applications (National 5)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills linked to applications of mathematics. These include using 
trigonometry, geometry, number processes and statistics within real-life contexts. The Outcomes cover aspects of 
these skills and also skills in reasoning. 
 
Progression 
This is a one-year course and pupils may progress to Higher Mathematics, although it should be noted that 
successful progression to Higher from National 5 Mathematics, can prove difficult for pupils. 
The course may also serve as a general or specific entrance requirement to HNC or HND courses or as a general 
entrance requirement for other higher education courses, which do not have a specific mathematical content. 
 
Note 
Since there is no obligation on pupils to choose Maths in S5/6, pupils doing this course are expected to show a high 
level of commitment and self-motivation.  With this approach, National 5 Mathematics can be an enjoyable and 
satisfying course. 
 
Pupils are encouraged to talk to their current Maths teacher or to Mr Ghee (Principal Teacher of Mathematics), if 
they wish more information about this course and what it offers. 
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Higher Mathematics 
 
 
Purpose 
The aim of this course is to build upon and extend pupils’ mathematical learning in the areas of algebra, geometry 
and trigonometry beyond National 5 and Intermediate 2 level Mathematics and to introduce pupils to elementary 
calculus. To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all three Units (details given below) as well as the 
Course assessment. Course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the Course award. The nature 
of the course means that successful pupils also develop logic, reasoning and communication skills.  
 
Recommended Entry 
Pupils would normally be expected to have attained a National 5 Mathematics award at grade B, at least.    
 
 
Units: 
 
Expressions and Functions (Higher)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve the manipulation of expressions, the use 
of vectors and the study of mathematical functions. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry and 
trigonometry, and also skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling.  
 
Relationships and Calculus (Higher)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve solving equations and to introduce both 
differential calculus and integral calculus. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, trigonometry, calculus, and also 
skills in mathematical reasoning and modelling.  
 
Applications (Higher)  
The general aim of this Unit is to develop knowledge and skills that involve geometric applications, applications of 
sequences and applications of calculus. The Outcomes cover aspects of algebra, geometry, calculus, and also skills in 
mathematical reasoning and modelling. 
 
Progression 
Pupils may progress to Advanced Higher Mathematics or exit to higher or further education, using either the 
qualification as a specific entry requirement for Mathematics, Engineering, Social Science or Science HNC/D or 
degree courses or as a general entrance requirement. 
 
Note 
Higher Mathematics requires a high degree of commitment, on behalf of the pupils, in order to cope with the 
increased challenge of the course content and the amount of work necessary both in and out of class. Pupils require 
good self-motivation and will benefit from a mature and responsible approach to their work. With this approach, 
pupils should find Higher Mathematics an enjoyable and satisfying course. Higher Mathematics remains a highly 
regarded qualification. 
 
Pupils are encouraged to talk to their current Maths teacher or to Mr Ghee (Principal Teacher of Mathematics), if 
they wish more information about this course and what it offers. 
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Advanced Higher Mathematics 
 
 
Purpose 
The aim of this course is to build upon and extend pupils’ mathematical learning in the areas of algebra, calculus and 
geometry, beyond Higher level. Any pupil considering an Economics, Engineering or Science-based course after 
school would benefit from taking Advanced Higher Mathematics. The style of the course encourages pupils to be 
more independent and take more responsibility for their learning, in preparation for studying at University level. It is 
also an excellent course for developing high order reasoning and logic skills. 
 
Recommended Entry 
Pupils would normally be expected to have a Grade A or B level pass at Higher Mathematics. 
 
 
Units: 
  
Methods in Algebra and Calculus 40 hours 
The Outcomes cover partial fractions, standard procedures for both differential calculus and integral calculus, as well 
as methods for solving both first order and second order differential equations.  
 
Applications of Algebra and Calculus 40 hours 
The Outcomes cover the binomial theorem, the algebra of complex numbers, properties of functions, rates of 
change and volumes of revolution. Aspects of sequences and series are introduced, including summations, proved by 
induction. 
 
Geometry, Proof and Systems of Equations 40 hours 
The Outcomes cover matrices, vectors, solving systems of equations, and the geometry of complex numbers. 
 
Progression 
Pupils may progress into higher or further education, using the qualification as a specific entrance requirement for 
Mathematics, Engineering, Science, or Social Science degree or HNC/D course or as a general entrance qualification. 
 
 
Further Information 
 
The Advanced Higher Mathematics course demands a very high level of commitment and self-motivation on behalf 
of the pupils, in order to cope with the advanced level of Mathematics covered in the course and the amount of 
work that requires to be done out with class time.  
 
Many former pupils have commented on how helpful this course has been to them in a wide variety of degrees 
where Mathematics has cropped up. 
 
The running of this course is dependent on staff availability and pupil uptake. 
 
Pupils are encouraged to talk to their current Maths teacher or to Mr Ghee (Principal Teacher of Mathematics), if 
they wish more information about this course and what it offers. 
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Modern Languages – National 4/National 5 French & German 
 
Courses are available in S4, S5 and S6 in French and German. Pupils will have the option of continuing French and/or 
German either to National 4 level (internally assessed) or to National 5 level (SQA exam).  
Russian is currently offered normally to S6 pupils. A separate course description is available. 

What is the subject about?  
The purpose of these courses is to build on prior learning and to develop progressively the students’ knowledge 
about the language, their competence in the four skills of listening, writing, reading and talking, and their ability to 
handle the language in defined contexts. 
The courses are geared to preparing candidates to cope with a variety of situations: 

 They will be able to engage in conversation about themselves and their daily life here in Scotland. 

  They will also learn about life in France/Germany and in other countries of the world where French and 
German are spoken. 

 They will be able to cope with situations which could realistically arise during a visit abroad or through 
meeting foreign tourists.  

 They will be able to express needs, wishes and opinions, follow instructions and ask for and give information 
correctly.  

 

Entry to course 
While pupils will normally be expected to have studied the language(s) chosen as part of the S1-3 programme, the 
department is flexible. It may be possible for a pupil who has been successful with their study of 1 language to 
“crash” a second language. Advice should be sought from ML staff. 

What does it involve?  
In the classroom there is a wide variety of activities to ensure that pupils are actively involved. These activities 
develop the four skills of TALKING, LISTENING, READING and WRITING, separately and in combination, using 
different types of groupings and resources. Pupils will be speaking extensively with each other in simulated or 
realistic situations and there will be considerable exposure to hearing the language and reading it with writing used 
as a practical skill.  

How is it assessed?  
In both languages, candidates must prove their competence in the different skills.  
At National 4 level assessment is carried out internally only.  
At National 5 level all these skills will be externally assessed except for the Speaking, which will be internally 
assessed but externally moderated.  

 

What is the value of the course?  
Studying a NAT 5 course in languages will prepare candidates for undertaking language study at Higher level where 
candidates will operate within similar language contexts. It introduces them to some of the higher-order skills to 
come and demands, in some cases, the completion of similar tasks. 
Learning a foreign language will help pupils to build up an insight into the life of another country and increase their 
opportunities and confidence to travel abroad. Learning a foreign language has great value both practically and 
vocationally in the light of greater mobility within the European Community and beyond, and given the international 
nature of trade and industry.  
In Higher and Further Education institutions foreign languages can be studied either alone or as an additional subject 
in courses such as business, engineering, law, to name but a few. Knowledge of a foreign language can often be very 
attractive to employers and those who decide to study for a degree in languages are recruited by many different 
kinds of companies and organisations where they can then undertake more specific professional training. 

To find out more, speak with Mrs Macintosh, English 
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Modern Languages - Higher French  
 

What is the subject about? 
The purpose of the course is to build on prior learning and to develop progressively the students’ knowledge about 
the language, their competence in the four skills of speaking, writing, reading and listening, and their ability to 
handle the language in defined contexts.   The main aim of the course is for the student to develop communicative 
competence to a level of some sophistication in defined, relevant and useful contexts. 
Other important aims are to provide a worthwhile and enjoyable educational experience for the students and to 
provide them with an increasing bank of knowledge about the foreign country or countries and its customs and ways 
of life. 
 
Recommended entry 
While entry to the unit is at the discretion of the centre, students would normally be expected to have attained 
National 5 Modern Languages.  
 
Course details 
The course consists of two units, Understanding Language (Reading & Listening) and Using Language (Writing & 
Talking)  
Both units deal with a range of topics within the 4 contexts of Society, Learning, Employability, and Culture.  
There are internal assessments in Reading, Listening, Writing & Talking. 
 
The course will contribute to the general education of the students by widening their horizons to encompass 
awareness of aspects of the culture of the country or countries where the language is spoken. It will also contribute 
to a wider understanding of how language works.  
 
What is the value of the course? 
A course award at Higher in a foreign language is an indication that the learner has reached a stage in foreign 
language learning which begins to allow him/her to use the language independently in confident and flexible ways.  
From this level of achievement, the student will be in a position to pursue foreign language study or to use the 
foreign language in a variety of ways, which might include: 
 

 specializing in the study of the language, literature and culture of the country (or countries) concerned at 
Higher Education level 

 using his/her language skills for specific purposes, such as study of a subject (eg Business or Engineering) at a 
university or other tertiary level establishment in the foreign country as part of a British degree (eg Erasmus 
year) 

 interacting at an appropriate level with speakers of the language within an employment context 

 using knowledge about language and experience in language use to learn a different foreign language 

 communicating with foreign contemporaries in a work context or for leisure purposes 

 using acquired language skills to access media in the target language, including TV programmes, films and 
magazine articles, for personal enjoyment 

 
How is it assessed? 

 To gain the award for the course, the candidate must first pass the three component units of the course.  

 External assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the course award. 

 
 
 
 
 



Senior Phase Options Information 2017-18 Page 37 
 

 

 

 

COURSE ASSESSMENT 
  
Talking:    30 marks 
 

 Presentation on chosen topic 10 marks / Conversation 20 marks  

 This should last at least 6 ½ minutes, and will be recorded  
 
Paper 1 Reading/Writing  40 marks  
 

 Reading is worth 30 marks (20 for comprehension questions and 10 for translation)  

 Writing is worth 10 marks. (Candidates will be required to write to 4 bullet points and will have choice of 4 
questions taken from topic areas of Society, Learning, Employability, and Culture).  

Duration 1h 40m 

 
Paper 2 Listening/Writing  30 marks  
 

 Listening will be in two parts – 1 dialogue and 1 monologue  (20 marks)  

 Writing will be series of questions related to listening – 120-150 words  (10 marks) 

Duration 1h (Listening approx 30m) 

 
 
Further information from Mrs Mackintosh, English 
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Modern Languages - Advanced Higher French/German 
 

What is the subject about? 
Study of the course at Advanced Higher will allow the candidate to develop the communicative skills acquired at 
Higher level to further levels of independent use.  

 

Recommended entry 
While entry to the course or units is at the discretion of the centre, candidates would normally be expected to have 
attained Higher Modern Languages or its component units or an equivalent qualification. 
 
Course details 
 
The course consists firstly of two units designed to develop the candidate’s language skills within the four contexts of 
Society, Learning, Employability and Culture.  
 

 Understanding Language (Reading & Listening)  

 Using Language (Writing & Talking).  

 The third unit, Specialist Study, is preparation for the portfolio element of the course. 
Students must complete the three units in order to gain the course award. 
 

What is the value of the course? 

 
From Advanced Higher, the candidate will be in a position to pursue foreign language study or to use a foreign 
language in a variety of ways, which might include: 

 specializing in the study of the language, literature and culture of the country (or countries) concerned at 
Higher Education level 

 using his/her language skills for specific purposes, such as study of a subject (eg Business or Engineering) at a 
university or other tertiary level establishment in the foreign country as part of a British degree (eg Erasmus 
year) 

 interacting at an appropriate level with speakers of the language within an employment context 

 using knowledge about language and experience in language use to learn a different foreign language 

 communicating with foreign contemporaries in a work context or for leisure purposes 

 using acquired language skills to access media in the target language, including TV programmes, films and 
magazine articles, for personal enjoyment 
 

How is it assessed? 

 

 To gain the award for the course, the candidate must first pass the three component units of the course.  

 External assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the course award. 
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Course Assessment 

Talking: 
 
A Visiting examiner will visit the school in late February/early March to test pupils. Each pupil will have a 20 minute 
interview in French covering topics studied in the Unerstanding language & Using language units as well as the 
subject of their portfolio essay.  50 marks 
 
Paper I: Reading 
 
Reading comprehension, involving written answers to questions in English (30 marks) and translation into English (20 
marks). One passage will be set, related to the prescribed themes. 
Length: approx. 750-800 words, including the section to be translated. 
Duration: 1 hour 20 50 marks. (Reading: 30 marks / Translation: 20) 
 
Paper II: Listening/ Discursive writing 
 
Part 1: Listening 
Two parts (A&B) with an interval of 3 minutes between parts. Questions in English. Each part heard twice. Part A is 
one speaker delivering factual information and part B is a follow-up discussion between two people based on the 
topic in part A. 
 
Duration: 30 minutes approximately.  30 marks 
 
Part 2: Discursive writing 
Candidates will be required to write an essay of 250-300 words in the target language on a topic relating to the 
themes and topics of the Language unit (choice of 5 essay titles). 
 
Duration: 50minutes approximately.  40 marks 
 
Portfolio 
 
One essay in English, of 1300 -1500 words (excluding quotations) on literary/media texts in the written language or 
work-related written/media texts in the modern language 
Completed in candidate’s own time.  30 marks 
 
Total marks for course assessment: 200 marks (Speaking: 50 marks) 
 
Total time for external assessment: 2 hours 40 minutes (excluding Speaking:  20 minutes interview with Visiting 
Examiner). 
 
Further information from Mrs Macintosh, English 
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National 4/ National 5 Modern Studies                               

Key Skills  

 developing and applying detailed skills, knowledge and 
understanding in political, social or international contexts  

 with guidance, researching and using information collected from a 
range of sources about contemporary issues which are mostly 
familiar  

 using a range of sources of information to detect and explain exaggeration and selectivity in the use of facts in 
mostly familiar political contexts  

 demonstrating knowledge and understanding of the main democratic processes, institutions and organisations 
which make up political life in Scotland and/or the UK by giving factual descriptions and detailed explanations  

 demonstrating knowledge and understanding of a major social issue in Scotland and the UK focusing on either 
social inequality or crime and the law by giving factual descriptions and detailed explanations  

 demonstrating knowledge and understanding of an international issue relating to a either a significant world 
power or contemporary world issue by giving factual descriptions and detailed explanations  

 
Units of work 
 

Crime and Law in Scotland Democracy in Scotland The USA 

 What is crime? 

 Causes and impacts of crime 

 Efforts to tackle crime 

 Criminal justice system in 
Scotland 

 

 Living in a democracy 

 Democracy in Scotland 
-the work of an MSP 
-The Scottish Parliament 
-Local Govt in Scotland 
-Political parties in Scotland 

 Pressure groups Trade Unions 
and the media 

 The USA as a superpower and 
its relevance to Scotland 

 The USA today 

 Constitution and Government 

 Laws rights and responsibilities 

 Political participation 

 Social and economic issues. 

 
 
The National 4 course is internally assessed. 
The National 5 course is assessed by an external exam that is worth 75% and an externally assessed assignment 
(on a topic of the students’ choice) that is worth 25% 
 
 
See Mr P Cronin (PT History, Modern Studies and RMPS, Room 7) for more information. 
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Higher Modern Studies 

The Modern Studies Course will encourage learners to develop 
important attitudes including: an open mind and respect for the values, 
beliefs and cultures of others; openness to new thinking and ideas and a 
sense of responsibility and global citizenship.  
This Course develops in learners a greater understanding of the 
contemporary world and their place in it. By studying this Course, 
learners develop their four capacities in many respects. For example, 
learners’ horizons are extended and they are challenged to look at the 
world in new ways. Learners will build up a framework of social, political 
and economic knowledge and understanding which will help them 
develop a sense of responsible citizenship. 
 
The principles above will be applied in the Units below: 
 

Social Inequality Democracy in Scotland and the UK The USA 

 In this unit you will study health 
and wealth inequalities in the UK. 
The unit will focus on the 
evidence and causes of social 
inequality; the impact of social 
inequality; government responses 
to tackle these inequalities; and 
finally gender and race issues in 
the UK. 

 In this unit you will learn about 
the current constitutional 
framework that governs Scotland 
and the UK. The unit will focus on 
four main areas – the UK’s 
Political system and Scotland’s 
part in it; the role of political 
representatives; voting systems; 
and participation in politics. 

 This unit will focus on all aspects 
of the USA’s role as a world 
power. You will study the role of 
the USA in world affairs; the US 
political system; social and 
economic inequalities within the 
USA; and US government 
responses to tackle these 
inequalities.    

 
 
In Higher, the Added Value unit is known as the Assignment.  This is a written report on a Modern Studies topic of 
your choosing written under exam conditions with the aid of research materials that you have gathered 
independently.  This is marked by the SQA and it is worth 1/3 of the final mark for Higher Modern Studies. 
 
The examination for Higher Modern Studies is one paper, worth 60 marks.  There are three sections, one on each 
unit and each worth 20 marks.    
 
 
See Mr P Cronin (PT History, Modern Studies and RMPS,  
(Room 7) for more information. 
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National 4/National 5 Music 

 
What is the course about? 
 
Studying music in S4 engages pupils in a range of practical musical activities which will enrich their lives by 
developing their personal, intellectual, social and cultural growth. Pupils will be given the opportunity to learn about 
musical literacy, perform on two instruments, compose their own music and listen to music from a variety of genres. 
 
The assessable units are: 
 

 Performing Skills 

 Composing Skills      

 Understanding Music 
 
 
All pupils will be required to perform on two instruments (these choices will have already been made during the 
S1/2/3 music course). This encourages variety and breadth in musical experience for all levels of ability.  
 
Pupils are encouraged to be responsible for management of rehearsal time both within and out with class time.  
 
Pupils will perform in class concerts and their performances will be recorded and evaluated.  
 
To achieve the course award at Nat 5 level, students are required to perform an 8 minute programme at grade 3 on 
both instruments to an external SQA assessor. This will take place in Feb/March of S4. 60% of the final grade is 
awarded in this part of the exam. 
 
After listening to music written by other composers students will explore compositional ideas using skills, concepts 
and techniques that are investigated in class. 
 
Pupils will also listen to music in many forms and styles to develop critical and discriminatory abilities; to understand 
the ways in which composers communicate through music; to develop knowledge and understanding of musical 
concepts and notation. At Nat 5 level this unit will be assessed through a written paper in May of S4. The other 40% 
of the final grade is awarded in this part of the exam. 
 
 
To find out more, speak to Mrs A Gilliland  (PT Music, Room 13) 
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Higher Music 

 
 
This course is a progression from National 5, developing performing skills, composing skills, musical literacy and 
covering the historical development of music.   
 
There are three elements to the Higher music course: 
 
Performing Skills    
      
Students are required to perform on two instruments at minimum Grade 4 standard.    
 
The final assessment will be a performance to an SQA assessor in the period between mid-February – March. 
 
Pupils are required to perform an agreed programme of music lasting a total of 12 minutes (minimum 4 minutes on 
either instrument). 
 
 
Composing Skills  
 
Pupils will analyse how music is created by composers and the techniques which influence their work. After 
considering the work of others, students are required to produce compositions of their own. 
 
Understanding Music        
 
Pupils will develop their knowledge and understanding of music by listening to a broad spectrum of musical styles 
and genres and learning about related musical concepts and literacy. 
 
Entry Requirements: 
 
Entry to the course would normally be via a pass at National 5. If you did not sit National 5 you must be 
approximately Grade 4 standard on 2 instruments and should consult Mrs Gilliland. 
 
 
Mrs A Gilliland (PT Music)   
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Advanced Higher Music 
 
 
This course is a progression from Higher, developing performing skills, composing skills, musical literacy and 
analysing the historical development of music.   
 
There are three elements to the Advanced Higher music course: 
 
Performing Skills    
      
Students are required to perform on two instruments at a minimum of Grade 5 standard.    
 
The final course assessment will be a performance to an SQA assessor in the period between April  and May. Pupils 
are required to perform an agreed programme of music on both instruments.  
 
 
Composing Skills  
 
Pupils will analyse how music is created by composers and the techniques which influence their work. After 
considering the work of others, students are required to produce work of their own from a choice of genres. The 
candidates own work can include elements of composing, improvising or arranging. 
 
Understanding Music        
 
Pupils will develop their knowledge and understanding of music by listening to a broad spectrum of musical styles 
and genres and learning about related musical concepts and literacy. Pupils will look at the work of other composers, 
analysing the style and form, melody, harmony, rhythm and the social and cultural influences on the development of 
music and produce a project to show their findings. 
 
Entry Requirements: 
 
Entry to the course would normally be via a pass at Higher. Stand-alone units are available to some pupils in S6. 
For further information see Mrs Gilliland. 
 
Mrs A Gilliland (PT Music)  
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National 4 Physical Education 

 
 
The main purpose of the Course is to develop and demonstrate movement and performance skills in physical 
activities. By engaging in physical activities, learners can demonstrate initiative, decision-making and problem-
solving. The Course also encourages learners to develop a positive attitude towards a healthy lifestyle, and the 
contribution that physical activity makes to this. The skills that learners acquire by successfully completing this 
Course are transferable to learning, to life and to the world of work.  
 
The main aims of the Course are to enable the learner to:  
♦ develop the ability to safely perform a range of movement and performance skills in straightforward contexts  
♦ develop and demonstrate knowledge of factors impacting on performance  
♦ build capacity to perform effectively  
♦ develop approaches to enhance personal performance  
♦ monitor, record and reflect on performance development  
 
 
Physical Education: Performance Skills (National 4)  
 
The general aim of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop a range of movement and 
performance skills in physical activities, in straightforward contexts. Learners will develop some consistency in their 
control, fluency of movement and body and spatial awareness. They will also learn how to respond to and meet the 
physical demands of performance in a safe and effective way. The Unit offers opportunities for personalisation and 
choice in the selection of physical activities.  
 
Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance (National 4)  
 
The general aim of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to explore and develop their knowledge of 
factors that impact on personal performance in physical activities. Learners will record, monitor and reflect on their 
own performance. There will be opportunities for personalisation and choice through the selection of physical 
activities used in learning and teaching.  
 
Added Value Unit: Physical Education: Performance (National 4)  
 
The general aim of this Unit is to enable learners to provide evidence of added value for the National 4 Physical 
Education Course. Learners will prepare for and carry out a performance, which will allow them to demonstrate 
challenge and application.  
 
Conditions of award  
 
To achieve the National 4 Physical Education Course, learners must pass all of the required Units, including the 
Added Value Unit.  
National 4 Courses are not graded. 

 
 
 
For further information please see Mr Morton (Head of Health Faculty) 
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National 5 Physical Education 
 
The main purpose of the Course is to develop and demonstrate movement and performance skills in physical 
activities. By engaging in practical activities, learners can demonstrate initiative, decision-making and problem-
solving.  
The Course encourages learners to develop a positive attitude towards a healthy lifestyle, and the contribution that 
physical activity makes to this. The Course also provides an opportunity to support the way that individual attitudes, 
values and behaviours are formed.  
The skills, knowledge and understanding that learners acquire by successfully completing this Course are 
transferable to learning, to life and to the world of work. 
The main aims of the Course are to enable the learner to:  
 
♦ develop the ability to safely perform a comprehensive range of movement and performance skills  
♦ understand factors that impact on personal performance in physical activities  
♦ build capacity to perform effectively  
♦ develop approaches to enhance personal performance  
♦ monitor record and evaluate performance development  
 
The Course has two mandatory Units:  
 
Physical Education: Performance Skills (National 5)  
 
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ ability to perform in physical activities by enabling them to 
acquire a comprehensive range of movement and performance skills. They will learn how to select, use, demonstrate 
and adapt these skills. Learners will develop consistency in their control and fluency during movement to enable 
them to meet the physical demands of performance in a safe and effective way. The Unit offers opportunities for 
personalisation and choice in the selection of physical activities.  
 
Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance (National 5)  
 
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of the factors that impact on 
performance in physical activities. Learners will consider the effects of mental, emotional, social and physical factors 
on performance, and will develop an understanding of how to plan for, monitor, record and evaluate the process of 
personal performance.  
 
Conditions of award  
 
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the Course assessment. The 
required Units are shown in the Course outline section. Course assessment will provide the basis for grading 
attainment in the Course award. 
The Course assessment will consist of two Components: a performance and a portfolio.  
 
Component 1 — performance  
 
The purpose of this performance is to assess the candidate’s ability to plan, prepare for, effectively perform and 
evaluate personal performance in one physical activity.  
This performance will be a single event and will give candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, 
knowledge and understanding:  

 demonstrating a comprehensive range of movement and performance skills safely  

 planning, developing and implementing approaches to enhance personal performance  

 decision-making and problem-solving in performance contexts  

 organisational skills in preparing for, and during, physical activities  
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The performance will have three sections:  

 Plan  

 Perform at a single event  

 Evaluate  
 
The context of the performance must be challenging, competitive and/or demanding. This will allow candidates to 
demonstrate their ability to select from a range of skills, make informed decisions to meet the challenges during a 
performance and follow the rules, regulations and etiquette that apply to their chosen physical activity. The 
performance must be long enough to sufficiently challenge candidates, and the context of the performance should 
enable candidates to provide their best evidence.  
The performance will have 60 marks out of a total of 100 marks. This is 60% of the overall marks for the Course 
assessment.  
 
Component 2 — portfolio  
 
The purpose of this portfolio is to assess the candidate’s knowledge and understanding of the performance 
development process. It will assess the candidate’s ability to integrate and apply knowledge, understanding and skills 
from across the Units.  
The portfolio will have a greater emphasis on the knowledge and understanding than the performance.  
This portfolio will give candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and understanding:  
 

 understanding factors that impact on performance  

 planning, developing and implementing approaches to enhance personal performance.  

 monitoring, recording and evaluating performance development  

 decision-making and problem-solving in performance contexts  
 
The portfolio will draw on the skills, knowledge and understanding described in the further mandatory information 
on course coverage.  
 
The portfolio will have 40 marks out of a total of 100 marks. This is 40% of the overall marks for the Course 
assessment.  

 
For further information please see Mr Morton (Head of Health Faculty) 
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Higher  Physical Education  
 
The main purpose of the Course is to develop, demonstrate and evaluate skills for effective performance in a range 
of challenging physical activities. Through evaluation and analysis, learners will apply strategies, techniques and skills 
which will enable them to build on and enhance their performance. The Course will give learners the opportunity to 
develop skills and positive attitudes related to physical performance which are transferable to other contexts 
including further study and employment.  
Each Unit of the Course helps the learner develop skills, knowledge and understanding which will be integrated and 
applied in the Course assessment.  
The Units are designed to stand alone or be taught in any sequence, although the theme of applying knowledge to 
enhance performance will provide an opportunity for integration of Units and assessment.  
The Course has two mandatory Units. Each of the component Units of the Course is designed to provide progression 
from the corresponding Unit at National 5.  
Units are statements of standards for assessment and not programmes of learning and teaching. They can be 
delivered in a number of ways.  
 
Physical Education: Performance Skills and Techniques (Higher)  
 
In this Unit, learners will develop performance skills and techniques through a range of physical activities. They will 
learn how to use, select and adapt these skills and techniques and how to make decisions in physical activities. 
Learners will develop consistency in their precision, control and fluency. They will also learn how to respond to, and 
meet, the physical demands of performance in a safe and effective way. The Unit offers opportunities for 
personalisation and choice of physical activities.  
 
Physical Education: Factors Impacting on Performance (Higher)  
 
In this Unit, learners will develop their understanding of the factors that impact on performance in physical activities. 
Learners will consider how social, emotional and physical factors can affect performance in a number of ways. 
Alongside this, learners will develop their understanding of how the skills and techniques in performance combine to 
produce an effective outcome. This understanding will help to develop the learner’s ability to carry out evaluation 
and analysis of performance. The Unit offers opportunities for personalisation and choice of contexts.  
The Higher Physical Education Course has been constructed to facilitate a hierarchical arrangement with Physical 
Education at Access 3, National 4, National 5 and Advanced Higher.  
To gain the award of the Course, the learner must pass all the Units as well as the Course assessment. The required 
Units are shown in the Course outline section. Course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the 
Course award  
 
Assessment  
Information about assessment standards for the Course will be included in the Course Assessment Specification 
which will provide full details including advice on  
how a learner’s overall attainment for the Course will be determined.  
 
Unit assessment  
All Units are internally assessed against the requirements shown in Unit specifications.  
They will be assessed pass/fail within centres.  
SQA will provide rigorous external quality assurance, including external verification, to ensure assessment 
judgements are consistent and meet national standards.  
Exemplification of possible assessment approaches for these Units will be provided in the National Assessment 
Resource.  
 
 
 
Course assessment  
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Courses from National 4 to Advanced Higher include assessment of added value1. At National 5, Higher and 
Advanced Higher, the added value will be assessed in the Course assessment. The added value for the Course must 
address the key purposes and aims of the Course as defined in the Course Rationale. It will do this by addressing one 
or more of breadth, challenge or application.  
 
In the Higher Physical Education Course, added value will focus on:  
 

 challenge  

 application  
 
The learner will be assessed by a performance and a question paper. Together they will add challenge and 
application to the Course as the learner will integrate, extend and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding 
they have learned during the Course. The learner will prepare for, effectively perform, and evaluate their 
performance. The choice of physical activity will allow for personalisation. The question paper will require 
application of knowledge and understanding to unfamiliar contexts. 
 
The Higher Physical Education Course enables learners to develop and enhance the skills and competencies for 
performance in a range of physical activities. The Course also promotes physical, social, emotional and psychological 
wellbeing. Acting as a stimulus for personal achievement, Physical Education is an ideal platform for developing 
confidence, resilience and responsibility.  
 
Learners are provided with opportunities to develop and enhance physical competencies and performance skills. 
Active engagement and enjoyment through participating in a range of physical activities is promoted throughout the 
Course. This will involve learners taking responsibility for their own learning as well as being able to work co-
operatively. They will also be able to develop and apply knowledge and understanding to the analysis and evaluation 
of performance in physical activities. Learners will develop their thinking skills through planning, problem solving and 
evaluating performance.  
 
Learners will be able to effectively contribute in a range of contexts and develop the ability to explain and reflect on 
the performance of self and others. The insights gained from the Course will enable learners to progress confidently 
onto further study.  
 

For further information please see Mr Morton (Head of Health Faculty) 
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National 4/ National 5 Physics  
 
Introduction 
The National 5 course will provide a basis for those pupils who wish to further their understanding of Physics in S3 
and S4.  It is the recommended course for those wishing to proceed to Higher Physics. 
The National 4 course is similar to the National 5 course but would not be seen as a recommendation for Higher 
Physics. Pupils should, at first, choose the combined course – only later will a decision be made as to the correct 
level for study. 
  
Course Content and Details 
  
The National 5 course consists of three 40 hour units which are described below. 
 
  

Dynamics and Space: 40 hours 

Velocity and Displacement – Vectors and Scalars; Velocity-time graphs; Acceleration; Newton’s Laws; 
Projectile Motion; Space Exploration; Cosmology 
  

Electricity and Energy: 40 hours 

Conservation of Energy;  Electrical charge carriers and electric fields;  Potential difference (voltage); 
Practical electrical and electronic circuits; Ohm’s Law; Electrical Power;  Specific Heat Capacity; Gas 
Laws and the Kinetic Model 
  

Waves and Radiation: 40 hours 

Wave parameters and behaviours; Electromagnetic Spectrum; Light; Nuclear radiation 

  
In addition, there are extra topics in National 4 such as Sound, Magnetism and Transformers for the national rid. 
 
In all 3 units, and at both National 4 and 5, pupils will further their understanding of units and prefixes, significant 
figures and scientific notation along with recalling specific Knowledge and applying this to Problem Solving. 
 
At the end of each unit, there is a Unit Assessment. 
  
Pupils will improve their practical laboratory skills by carrying out experiments and analysing the data that they 
generate. Pupils will be assessed on their laboratory skills and report writing. 
 
Gathering data and writing is also assessed internally for this course. 
  
In addition, there is a longer externally marked research assignment (The Added Value component).   
The research assignment requires pupils to apply skills, knowledge and understanding to investigate a relevant topic 
in physics and its effect on the environment and/or society. This is sent to SQA for assessment and is carried out at 
home and at school under supervised conditions. 
  
For National 5 there is a final exam but not at National 4 level. 
 
For more information see Mr Forwood, PT Physics. 
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Higher Physics   
 
Purpose 
This course reinforces and extends the knowledge and understanding of the concepts of physics and related problem 
solving skills and practical abilities acquired at Nat 5 level by providing a deeper insight into the structure of the 
subject. The course endeavours to provide learning experiences leading to the acquisition of worthwhile knowledge, 
skills and attitudes. 
 
Recommended Entry 
While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained a good pass at 
both Nat 5 Physics and Nat5 Mathematics or their equivalents. 
 
Course Details 
The course comprises four mandatory units.  
 
Unit - Title, Length and Brief Description 
 
Our Dynamic Universe   40 hours 
Content outline: Equations of Motion; Forces, Energy and Power; Collisions and Explosions; Gravitation; Special 
Relativity; The Expanding Universe; Big Bang Theory. 
 
Electricity    20 hours 
Content outline: Electrons and Energy; Electrons at work. 
 
Particles and Waves   40 hours 
Content outline: The Standard Model; Forces on Charged particles; Nuclear Reactions; Wave – particle Duality; 
Interference and Diffraction; Refraction of Light; Spectra. 
 
Researching Physics   20 hours (Internally assessed by teachers in school) 
1. Research the physics underlying a topical issue to a given brief. 
2. Plan and carry out investigative practical work related to a topical issue in physics. 
3. Prepare a scientific communication which presents the aim, results and conclusions from a practical investigation 
related to a topical issue in physics. 
 
Added value Unit (Assignment)- (Externally assessed by SQA markers) 
1. Research the physics underlying a topical issue to a given brief. 
2. Plan and carry out investigative practical work related to a topical issue in physics. 
3. Prepare a scientific communication which presents the aim, results and conclusions from a practical investigation 
related to a topical issue in physics. 
 
Progression 
 

 to Advanced Higher Physics  

 to degree, HND or HNC in science, mathematics, computing or engineering field  

 to degree in medicine, veterinary science and dentistry 
 
 
Further information from Mr N Forwood (PT Physics), Mr S Garrod (Physics) or Mr MacKenzie (Rector) 

 

 
  



Senior Phase Options Information 2017-18 Page 52 
 

 

 

 

Advanced Higher Physics  

 
 
Advanced Higher is SQA’s highest level of National Course. It is very demanding. 
Advanced Higher extends students’ knowledge and skills beyond Higher. Students will face new academic and 
personal challenges, requiring them to develop their knowledge and abilities, and to think and work independently. 
 
Recommended entry 
 
While entry is at the discretion of the school, students would normally be expected to have attained an A at Higher 
Physics. 
 
Advanced Higher Physics course 
 
This Course is made up of the following four mandatory Units: 

 Rotational Motion and Astrophysics (1 unit) 

 Electromagnetism (1/2 unit) 

 Quanta and Waves (1 unit) 

 Physics Investigation (1/2 unit) 
 
The Advanced Higher Physics Course is designed to articulate with and provide a 
progression from the Higher Physics Course. The Course will also provide those who wish to proceed beyond 
Advanced Higher Physics with a suitable base for further study. 
 
The Course is based on the development of knowledge and understanding, problem solving and practical abilities. 
Candidates should aquire: deeper knowledge and understanding of the nature of physics and its applications; skill in 
applying their knowledge and understanding in a wide variety of theoretical and practical problem solving contexts; 
skills associated with experimental work and independent investigative inquiry.  
 
Positive attitudes, such as being self-reliant, open-minded and willing to recognise alternative points of view are 
promoted. 
A degree of self-planning is essential as the successful AH Physics pupil will be able to organise themselves over a 
long period of time – especially with carrying out the Investigation work. 
A sense of time keeping is also needed so that work can be handed in on time. Parents are asked to help here as 
well. 
 
To gain an award in the Course, candidates must achieve all of the component Units of the Course as well as the 
Course assessments. 
The component Units of the Course are internally assessed by the teacher/lecturer (NAB’s) and this assessment is 
externally moderated (by the SQA). The external assessments are an exam of two hours 30 minutes’ duration with a 
total allocation of 100 marks, and an investigation report of 25 marks. 
 
Further Information 
 
You can find the detailed Course Arrangements on the Physics page of SQA’s website (www.sqa.org.uk).  
A specimen examination paper is also available on the website, together with other information and guidance.  
 
If you have any questions, please speak to Mr Forwood or any member of the Physics Department. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/
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Scottish Vocational Qualification - Professional Cookery- Level 2 

 
Please note that this course is run in Inverness College, with 
pupils spending one afternoon per week working in a 
professional kitchen at the college campus. 
 
What this course offers you 
 
It introduces the skills necessary for the modern professional 
chef to meet the demands of today’s commercial kitchens. 
Knife skills, cookery processes and preparation of dishes 
including fish, meat and poultry each week will develop and 
enhance your confidence and abilities.  
 
Our Hospitality Department 
 
A practical training environment which provides a balance between theory and practice, we strive to offer you a 
challenging and varied programme to meet future demands of the industry. 
Our new facilities at the Beechwood Campus will offer you the opportunity to work within realistic work 
environments using commercial standard equipment. 
 
Programme Format and Subjects 
 
The course has been designed by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) as a result of comprehensive 
consultation with employers, colleges and universities and is recognised across Scotland.   
Through the schools link programme you would be required to attend college for approximately four hours, one day 
per week, undertaking 7 units per year resulting in the award being completed over two academic years.  
 
SVQ 2 Professional Cookery – SCQF Level 5 
Benefits: 

 Up to 3 hours per week practical activity in a 
commercial kitchen 

 Multiple dishes produced during each practical 
activity 

 Progression to 2nd year to complete the full 
award 

 Link with industry providers for those looking for 
part time work 

 Enrolled as students of Inverness College UHI  

 Opportunity to continue to gain Vocational 
qualification whilst at school. 

 REHIS (Royal Environmental Health Institute of 
Scotland) Elementary Certificate 

 Industry Sponsorship – (awaiting confirmation) 

 Technical ability and skills observed during practical activity – 60% assessment 

 Theoretical assessment – 40% predominantly multiple choice questions, support available 
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Units include:  

1st Year 

 Maintain Food safety 
 Work effectively as part of a team 
 Maintain, Handle and Clean Knives 
 Cook and Finish Basic Fish Dishes 
 Cook and Finish Basic Poultry Dishes 
 Cook and Finish Basic Meat Dishes 
 Prepare, Cook and Finish Basic Soups 
 
2nd Year (for pupils who have already completed year 1 or have an equivalent qualification) 

 Maintain a Safe, Secure environment 
 Prepare Fish for Basic Dishes 
 Prepare Meat for Basic Dishes 
 Prepare Poultry for Basic Dishes 
 Cook and Finish Basic Vegetable Dishes 
 Prepare, Cook and Finish Basic Hot Sauces 
 Prepare, Cook and Finish Basic Cold and Hot Desserts 
 
 Professional Recognition 
 
This programme has been designed to allow students to gain the maximum benefit from their studies by working in 
partnership with the Royal Environmental Health Institute of Scotland (REHIS) candidates achieve the Food Hygiene 
Elementary Level Certificate much sought after by employers. 

 

For more information see Mrs Walker or Mr Morton. 
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Higher Psychology  

 
Arrangements 
 
This course is presented by staff from North Highland College but delivered in school.  Study is a mixture of teacher-
led and individual study, with pupils having teacher contact for 2 or 3 of the 6 periods per week allocated to the 
course. It is particularly suitable for pupils who have already demonstrated success at this level (Higher) and who 
wish to experience more responsibility for organizing their own learning. It is ideally aimed at S6 pupils. 
 
What will I learn? 
 
You will be introduced to the scientific study of human behaviour and the psychological implications of it. You will 
look at different concepts , theories and approached to human behaviour and explore how sleep, dreams, stress, 
research, conformity, obedience and prejudice affect them 
 
 
Recommended Entry 
 

 Pupils must have already attained a good standard of English (National 5) at least, although consideration 
will be given to other literary subjects. You must also provide a satisfactory reference and will undergo an 
interview. 

 National 5 or Intermediate 2 Biology at least recommended 

 Social Studies course at National 5 or Intermediate 2 at least recommended 
 
Progression 
 
This Course or its Units may provide progression to:  
 

 other qualifications in psychology, social sciences, social studies or related areas  

 further study, training or employment  
 
 
 
 
To find out more, see Mr Ferns or use the following link to the SQA website 
 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47902.html

