
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Please find below updated information for today, Thursday 19th March.  I hope you can appreciate 
that the pace of change is quite significant at present, but we remain focused on working to ensure 
continuity of provision as far as possible, with an initial main focus on meeting SQA deadlines around 
course work, evidence, assessments, assignments and investigations for S4-6. 
 
SQA Examinations: 
Earlier today I shared the Statement by the Chief Executive of the Scottish Qualifications Authority 
and Scotland’s Chief Examining Officer explaining that the SQA examinations for 2020 will not now 
run.  Clearly the expectations and implications following this statement will require time to process. 
In the meantime, it is essential that all staff and pupils continue to work to complete tasks, 
assessments, assignments and investigations to meet the SQA submission deadlines.   
Given that the role estimates and evidence is likely to play will be significant, our commitment to 
progress these this week will continue again tomorrow.  Where young people have been working 
well during the year, there will be a range of evidence. 
 
Estimates will be based on: 

 prelim performance 

 examples of the latest and best work pupils have produced in each subject 

 course work 

 internal assessment 

 teachers’ professional judgement.  
 

All of this is still being gathered and being considered before final decisions about estimate 
grades.  Pupils should therefore not ask for estimates at present. Where absence at this time is 
affecting course completion and completion of assessment tasks, we will have to use the evidence 
which exists and the professional judgement of class teachers.  These are indeed exceptional 
circumstances for all our learners, and we will use the SQA exceptional circumstances arrangements 
for individual cases as required. 
 
I am proud of our staff and those young people who have worked hard throughout the session, and 
particularly in recent days where the pressure for rapid progress and completion in order to meet 
SQA deadlines ahead of school closure has been huge. 
 
Deputy First Minister’s Statement today: 
Mr Swinney was clear about national priorities during the period of school closure including 

 The health and well-being of all YP and staff. 

 Maintaining teaching and learning for all learners – online/distance learning provision as 
possible 

 Provision for the most vulnerable Young People 

 Provision for the children of key workers 

 Senior phase (S4-6) pupil support (completion of courses, assessments, estimates, SQA tasks 
etc) 

We await advice re the next steps for schools in relation to the above in Highland.  
 
Highland Council update 19.3.2020 
Please find attached HC CEO’s public message following John Swinney’s announcement today. 
 
 



Fortrose Academy Provision 20th March 2020: 
We will be open for S4-6 again tomorrow with a continued focus on completion of assessments, 
assignments and gathering evidence and providing support for our young people. Pupils are 
reminded that attendance is focused on working on SQA priorities and all are expected to be 
productive in this regard whilst in school. Some staff have also begun posting work for S1-3 
pupils.  Please remind your child to check their classrooms online for tasks. 
 
Information re school closure can be obtained from the school closures website 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures or via the phone line 0800 564 2272 (Fortrose 
Academy PIN 041040 – General Information option) 
 
Further updates: 
I will update you and share further information as it is received.  The provision in school for the key 
workers identified will be something school will begin to address upon receipt of guidance from 
Highland Council.  It is not clear what the extent of provision in our catchment will be, or where this 
may be centred. What we are able to offer will of course be determined by a number of factors. 
 
Resources for learning: 
We will provide information about resources and opportunities will be provided for the duration of 
the closure.  

 The school website for example has many resources for learners to use at home e.g. maths 
dept have practice materials for all ages and stages. 

 Each google classroom should be checked for resources and tasks set by teachers.  (Please 
remember that initial priorities have been set around S4-6 SQA tasks) 

 BBC Bitesize is one of many excellent resources pupils (and parents) will be able to tap into – 
please begin to explore such resources with your child – particularly between or prior to 
staff uploading tasks on Google Classroom.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

 Physical activity will remain an important need for all young people during closure but 
facilities will be limited.  How about trying this on a daily basis? 
https://www.youtube.com/thebodycoachtv 9am each day.   

 Maintaining a routine 

 The Education Improvement Team have created a digital learning hub : 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/digitalschoolshub which as you are aware parents can access 
too. Please feel free to access this should you wish. The site is a work in progress and we will 
continue to update this during next term. 

 
I appreciate that you will have many questions about all that is happening at present.  The 
information here will begin to answer some of these.  It will however take time to assess all the 
implications and get plans into place at national, Highland and school levels. We do not have all the 
answers – but I will try to answer any queries or concerns you may have. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Gavin S McLean 
Rector 
Fortrose Academy 
IV10 8TW 
Tel:  01381 620310 
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