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Welcome to the February Newsletter 

We are currently involved in the latest round of classroom visits and observations.  SMT and 

Heads of Department are looking at what is happening in the classrooms across the school.. 

This is an on-going process as we try to ensure a quality experience for all out pupils. 

Senior option forms are still coming in and we hope we can offer as many courses as possible.  

At this stage however, we do not know our staffing allocation for next session. 

We currently operate a 31 period week but we may have to change to a 32 or 33 period week to 

meet curriculum demands.  This applies to all Highland schools.  I’ll keep you updated on this. 

Please get in touch if you have any issues you want to raise or if you require our help or ad-

vice . 

Best wishes 

 

 

 

 

D. Mackenzie (Rector) 

 

 

On Friday 30th January 

2015, former pupil, 

Calum Wylie passed out 

as a Para in the 3rd Bat-

talion of the Parachute 

Regiment having com-

pleted his AFC (Army 

Foundation College) at 

Harrogate in August 

2014  

…….and, as you can see 

from the photograph he 

got married! 

Congratulations all 

round! 

Congratulations 



 

 

Alpe d’Huez 2015 

A few pictures of a wonderful ski trip to a beauti-

ful part of the French Alps. The party of 73 left 

from Aberdeen and Glasgow on the 7th February 

and we were treated to a week of great snow con-

ditions,  blue skies and sunshine and 4 hours of 

lessons each day when our instructors managed 

to show us all over this extensive resort.  What a 

great week!! 



 

 

 

Although the thought of Scotland’s chilly temperature rising by a few degrees may not 

seem to be a problem at first glance, it could have terrible effects. The weather will be-

come more extreme, leading to increased heatwaves, rainfall and drizzle, triggering flood-

ing and landslides. It will also have negative effects on other aspects of Scottish life.  

Scotland’s wildlife and plants will be upset by climate change. Due to the fact that they 

have adapted to living in wet, warm winters and wet, cool summers, the speed at which 

the temperature is changing is proving too much for some. Many creatures that are used 

to living in cold, high mountains will be forced further uphill, limiting their habitat and 

making food scarce. An example of this is the disappearance of the Ptarmigan, an iconic 

Scottish bird that is quickly retreating from southern Scotland. 

Climate change could also be harmful to many of Scotland’s industries. Due to the rapidly 

decreasing amount of snow on Scotland’s mountain ranges, the Scottish skiing industry is 

in danger, and could vanish within decades. The changing temperatures will also have an 

impact on the whiskey industry, due to problems such as the fact that the malting, distil-

ling and maturing process is sensitive to the temperature. I talked to a local fishing enthu-

siast, who told me that the fishing industry will be damaged by the changes, as salmon 

spawning will be influenced by changes in rainfall (Since the 1970s, salmon spawning has 

decreased by 50%). 

I have only mentioned a few of the possible consequences, and there are many more. 

Unless we take action now, climate change will spiral out of control, with disastrous ef-

fects.  

By Tom Leslie 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE IN SCOTLAND  

Zoe Mackenzie and Orla Macken-

zie were down in Oban for the 

Fourth Annual Winter Festival, 

which takes place over 2 weeks 

and involves a range of different 

activities such as dry ski slope 

tuition for youngsters, a science 

extravaganza at the Marine La-

boratory, a ghost walk, a ceilidh 

hosted by the band Swinish, hag-

gis hurling and culminates in a 

lantern procession through the 

town and a firework display over 

Oban Bay. 

The money raised from the differ-

ent activities funds a lot of differ-

ent local charities and I think has 

paid for fantastic Christmas lights 

throughout the town. The Haggis 

Hurling contest was held to raise 

money for a local play park and 

Orla won the junior competition. 

She was awarded the cup at the 

ceilidh which was attended by 

nearly 1,000 people. I think John 

(Orla’s Dad) came second in the 

adult section of the haggis hurling 

and I embarrassed myself by tak-

ing part too!  

By Adam Cowan S4 

BOOK REVIEW  

PHYSICS OF THE  

IMPOSSIBLE 

BY MICHIO KAKU 

This book is a thoroughly interesting 

scientific analysis of the ideas which are 

largely considered to be confined to 

science fiction, but may be, contrary to 

general belief, be possible. Michio Kaku, 

a renowned physicist, explores many 

‘impossible’ notions, from starships to 

psychokinesis, from UFOs to wormholes. 

The book explains scientific theories and 

technological ideas and sheds light on 

how they might be used to make science 

fiction stories a reality. 

The author makes it very simple for the 

reader to understand his ideas by using 

understandable language and very effec-

tively engages his audience. 

In my opinion, the book is incredibly 

interesting (and difficult to put down). At 

times, it can also be confusing, so I don’t 

think I would recommend it to young 

children. 

Duncan Kremer 
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Fortrose to go to Russia 

        In October this year, Fortrose Academy  

        is hoping once again go to Perm, in Russia.  

Four successful trips have been made there already and hopefully there shall be a fifth. This trip is an 

experience of a lifetime and both eye –opening and exciting.  

Open to years S3-S6, it would only go ahead if there is sufficient curiosity.  

Naturally, people are put off by the troubles still raging with Russia and  

Ukraine, not being able to speak the language, and the stereotypical  

visualizations of Russia as a country. However, the insurance company  

are now happy to cover the trip and not speaking Russian is no longer a                                       

problem (although a few words would be beneficial!)  

 

Russia is a beautiful and varying country. 

Seeing the magnificent St Petersburg, the wonders of 

Moscow, the “foreignness” of Perm and an iconic overnight 

train across the ever changing Russian landscape are all 

included in this extravagant and adventurous trip. 

 It is expected that the trip will take place at some time in 

October.  

Find out more by asking Mrs Boyer in the Modern Languages Department. 

By Alastair Addison S2 

MALAWI BY JOHN MUNRO S1 

Fortrose Academy goes to Malawi every 

2 years. They are going again this year.  

I spoke to 2 S6 girls who went to Mala-

wi in June 2012.Their names are Rachel 

Campbell and Joanna O’Driscol and this is what they said: 

 

“The reason we went was because we 

wanted to experience a different culture 

and a different country. We had to do a 

lot of fundraising before we went. We 

went to Mulanje (in the southern part of 

Malawi). We went to school there and 

made new friends. We also went to the 

church and nursery. We went on safari 

and climbed Mount Mulanje.” 

 

 

Great Success for Fortrose 
Team 

 
A team from Fortrose Acade-
my has won this year's High-
land Hospice Young Appren-
tice Award. On the 20th Jan-
uary, the team of five senior 
girls came home after being 
announced the winners of 
the competition, having 
raised over £4700 for the 
local charity.  The charity 
gave the team a budget of 
£250 which they used to 
raise as much money as they 
could for the Hospice in re-

turn.  Isla Mackay, Shona 
Gilmour, Jodie Anderson, 
Kirsty Evans and Keira Mac-
Leod organised a number of 
events to raise money, in-
cluding selling refreshments 
at the school's extremely 
successful Christmas con-
cert.  When asked why she 
wanted to raise money for 
the charity, team member 
Isla Mackay said: "Because 
you really never know when 
you might need their help."  
The Hospice helps many, 

many people each year and 
no doubt the money raised 
will go to very good use and 
help them to reach even 
more people in need of their 
care. 
 
By Iona Henderson, S1 
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TANISHA DUNCAN-HOOD 

Tanisha Duncan-Hood is in schedule to be one of only 2 pupils in the school this 

session to complete a course provided by Open University. Under the YASS 

(Young Applicants in School, Scotland) scheme, pupils in S6 have, for a few years 

now, had the opportunity to study a wide range of OU courses.  Course titles range 

from Understanding the Autism Spectrum to Topics in Health Sciences to An 

Introduction to Contemporary Law in Scotland and many more.  It is an ideal 

way for senior pupils to access subjects not offered in school while experiencing 

working independently on material that is both challenging and of specific inter-

est. 

As part of her course (Contemporary Scots Law) Tanisha visited the Scottish Par-

liament in Holyrood to sit in on a meeting of the Justice Committee and meet with 

the members afterwards. Tanisha enjoyed the day, and is pictured (front right) 

“in session” with committee members and other students from schools elsewhere 

 

 
In October this year, Fortrose Academy is hoping once again 

to go to Perm ,in Russia.  Four successful trips have been 

made there already and hopefully there shall be a fifth.  This 

trip is the experience of a lifetime and both eye-opening and 

exciting. 

Open to years S3– S6, it will only go ahead if there are suffi-

cient numbers.  Naturally, people can be put off by the trou-

bles still raging with Russia and Ukraine, not being able to 

speak the language and the stereotypical visualisations of 

Russia as a country.  However, the insurance company are 

now happy to cover the trip and not speaking Russian is no 

longer a problem (though a few words would be beneficial!) 

Russia is a beautiful and varying country. The magnificent St 

Petersburg, the wonders of  Moscow, the ‘foreignness’ of 

Perm and the iconic overnight train across the ever-changing 

Russian landscape are all included in this extravagant and 

adventurous trip.  It is expected that the trip will take place 

some time in October. 

Find out more by asking Mrs Boyer in the Languages Depart-

ment.  

By Alastair Addison S2 

       RUSSIAN TRIP 



Health Faculty News 

FOOTBALL 

The Senior Boys football team have qualified for the Semi Final of the North of Scotland Cup and the final 

of the Highland League Cup.  In the North of Scotland Cup they will have an away fixture to either Gor-

donstoun or Buckie High School.  The Senior Girls football team are also in the North of Scotland Cup 

Semi final and are due to travel to Mintlaw Academy. 

SKY SPORTS PROJECT 

Following last year’s success we are running the Sky Sports ‘living for sport’ project again.  This year the 

focus is on S1 girls and developing their skills and confidence to be able to participate in a range of 

events at sports day in June.  We are fortunate enough to have Commonwealth Gold Medallist, Steve 

Frew, as our mentor again this year and he will be visiting the school at various times over the coming 

months.  Steve will be in school on Friday 20th March to work with a number of our pupils. 

S1/2 BOYS HOCKEY FIXTURE @ GORDONSTOUN 

A group of S1 boys travelled to Gordonstoun on Monday 2nd of March to face Gordonstoun in an inter 

school friendly match.  The boys had a great day with Mrs Foster and for some of them it was their first 

competitive hockey fixture.   

S1 SEAFOOD WORKSHOPS 

As part of our Seafood In Schools project we were fortunate enough to have a professional chef in school 

to deliver workshops to all our S1 pupils.  All pupils were given the opportunity to learn and develop their 

skills in the kitchen under the supervision of Alan Frost.  He is a professional chef with 40 years’ experi-

ence and was latterly a hospitality chef at Inverness College.  Each S1 register class was given the op-

portunity to cook a number of seafood dishes and sample local produce over the 90 minute workshop.  

Also, we were fortunate to have a number of S3 and certificated pupils along on the day to help S1 pupils.  

Pupils cooked salmon fish cakes, smoked mackerel dip and baked Italian style white fish.   Huge thanks 

must go to Ruathy Davidson, Mrs Walker, Mrs Skinner, Senior helpers and Chef Alan Frost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS 

A number of Cross Country events have taken place over the past few and there have been several very 

impressive performances from pupils at Fortrose Academy.   

Ross Sutherland X Country 

The Ross Sutherland Cross Country competition was held at Alness Academy on 11 th of February.  We 

had a number of top performances in the various age groups.  S1 girls and boys finished 2nd in the team 

events.  Finn Rutter won the S1 boys race and Ceitidh Magill finished 3 rd in the S1 girls race.  Cameron 

ran well and finished 2nd in the senior boy’s event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Of Scotland X Country 

On Tuesday 24th of February 15 pupils travelled to Gordonstoun to participate in the North Of Scotland 

School Cross Country meeting.  Weather conditions were challenging to say the least however all pupils 

worked very hard and there were a number of great performances on the day.  Both D boys and girls fin-

ished in second place in the team events.  Finn Rutter finished 3rd in the D boys and Cameron Young also 

finished 3rd in the B boys event.  Runners are pictured below.  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Inter house X Country 

Over 350 pupils took part in inter house Cross Country on Friday 20 th February.  Below are the current 

inter house standings after the Cross Country results.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 

S1 Seafood In Schools follow up events at Fortrose Academy Thursday 26th of February & Thursday 5th of 

March. 

Scottish Schools Cross Country Championships Saturday 7th March at Irivine. 

Lead Conference UHI Wednesday 4th March 

Senior Boys Football Fixture Wednesday 4th March away Kingussie 

Comic Relief Friday 13th March 

Senior girls football North Of Scotland Cup semi final Tues 17th March away Mintlaw 

U16 Badminton Tournament at Dingwall Academy Wednesday 25th March  

Senior boys basketball Thursday 26th March away Gairloch 

Twitter 

Please tell us about your sporting successes and experiences by following our PE twitter page 

@fortrose_pe 

 

 


